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Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

SKILLS  

LISTENING 

 

 Pupils can understand a few familiar 
spoken words and phrases.  

 

 Pupils can understand a range of 
familiar spoken words and phrases.  

 Pupils can understand a range of 
spoken words and phrases. 

 Pupils can understand the main 
point(s) from a short spoken 
passage about familiar things e.g. 
personal details. 

 Pupils can understand a range of 
spoken words and phrases.  

 Pupils can understand the main 
points and some of the detail from a 
short spoken passage about familiar 
things e.g. personal details 

SPEAKING 

 Pupils can say or repeat a few 
familiar words and short simple 
phrases.  

 Pupils can answer a few simple 
questions and give basic personal 
information.  

 Pupils can say or repeat familiar 
words and short simple phrases. 

 Pupils can answer simple questions 
and give basic information 

 Pupils can say or repeat a range of 
words and short simple phrases. 

 Pupils can ask and answer simple 
questions. 

 Pupils can say or repeat a range of 
words and short simple phrases. 

 Pupils can ask and answer simple 
questions and talk about their 
interests at a basic level.  

READING 

 Pupils can recognise and read out 
a few familiar words and phrases.  

 

 Pupils can recognise and read out 
some familiar words and phrases.   

 Pupils can understand familiar 
written phrases. 

 

 Pupils can recognise and read a 
range of familiar words and phrases.   

 Pupils can understand the main point 
of a group of simple sentences about 
a familiar topic e.g. personal 
information / interests. 

 Pupils can recognise and read a 
range of familiar words and phrases. 

 Pupils can understand the main points 
from a simple, short written text, in 
clear printed script, about a familiar 
topic e.g. personal information / 
interests. 
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Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

SKILLS  

WRITING 

 

 Pupils can write or copy simple 
words or symbols. 

 

 Pupils can write or copy some 
familiar words.  

 Pupils can write a short sentence to 
a model and fill in words on a simple 
form. 

 

 Pupils can write a short sentence, 
with support, using expressions they 
have already learned. 

 

 Pupils can write a few short 
sentences using expressions they 
have already learned. 

      
N.B: In the Skills Progressions sections of this document, coloured text indicates National Curriculum September 2014 
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Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

CONTENT – KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding. 

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words. 

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help*. 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases* 

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences*. 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing. 

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language. 

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a 
dictionary. 

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly. 

 describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


