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Years 1 and 2 Years 3 and 4 Years 5 and 6 

SKILLS  

EXPOLORING 

 
 Retell, respond sensitively. 
 Show awareness of similarities between religions 

and beliefs. 
 Identify how religion is expressed. 
 Suggest meanings, e.g. of symbols, stories. 
 Begin to recognise importance. 

 

 Describe, make links between religions and beliefs. 
 Begin to identify the impact of events in stories and 

of religion. 
 Recognise similarities and differences between 

religions and beliefs. 
 Use a developing religious vocabulary. 

 

 Describe similarities and differences between 
religions and beliefs. 

 Make links between religions and beliefs 
 Describe the impact of religion and explain/suggest 

reasons. 
 Use a widening religious vocabulary to show 

understanding. 
 Recognise diversity. 

RESPONDING 

 
 Talk about different religious stories heard. 
 Respond sensitively to religious stories and beliefs. 
 Ask questions about religious stories and beliefs. 
 Recognise (own values, other values). 

 
 Reflect on experiences. 
 Identify influences. 
 Ask religious questions about religious festivals and 

beliefs.       
 Make links between religions and beliefs. 
 Compare responses. 

 Refer to religions. 
 Apply religious ideas to their own lives. 
 Show understanding of a range of religions and 

beliefs. 
 Ask and suggest answers to a question about 

religion. 
 Express own views. 
 Relate questions and answers to their own lives. 
 Explain influences. 
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Years 1 and 2 Years 3 and 4 Year 5  Year 6 

CONTENT – KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 
 Sequence stories. 
 Match up beliefs with symbols and 

artefacts. 
 Retell and suggest a meaning of the 

story. 
 Use a saying of Jesus as a title and 

theme to a story made up by 
themselves, which is about children 
of their own age. 

 Suggest two things that matter to a 
specific religion. 

 Say what makes the Torah Scroll 
and the Gospel special or sacred 
and to whom. 

 Respond sensitively to stories about 
people from different religions. 

 Talk about saying sorry and 
forgiving people. 

 Respond imaginatively to stories of 
kindness, self-sacrifice or bravery 
from sacred texts with my own 
ideas. 

 Ask some questions about creations 
and its puzzling mysteries. 

 
SPECIFIC STUDY: Christianity 

 
 

 

 Describe the importance of religious 
beliefs. 

 Use correct vocabulary to describe 
why festivals are celebrated. 

 Describe some symbols of 
belonging that are used when 
people worship. 

 Make links between stories and the 
impact they may have in people’s 
lives. 

 Recognise differences and 
similarities between faiths. 

 Ask questions and investigate 
answers on why worshippers 
choose to attend places of worship. 

 Write their own reflections on 
religious values. 

 Suggest some things people do to 
find peace, stillness and rest and 
some things that they do 
themselves. 

 Make a link between religious 
leaders who they have studied and 
the kind of person they like to follow. 

 Make a link between their own 
values about animals and the idea of 
God as a creator of the world. 

YEAR 3 SPECIFIC STUDY: 
Christianity & Hinduism 
YEAR 4 SPECIFIC STUDY: 
Christianity & Judaism 

 
 Show understanding of stories. 
 Use religious vocabulary to explain 

the importance of pilgrimages. 
 Show understanding of differences 

and similarities between two 
religions. 

 Describe and link beliefs with 
behaviour. 

 Show my understanding of what it 
means to belong to a religion. 

 Describe the differences and 
similarities between two different 
marriage services. 

 Describe how two contemporary 
religious leaders have inspired their 
followers to make a difference in 
their community. 

 Devise questions about what makes 
a leader worth following. 

 Suggest some answers to ‘why’ 
questions about Jesus, Bishop 
Desmond Tutu and Jackie Pullinger, 
who were willing to practice self-
sacrifice. 

 Apply the idea of self-sacrifice to 
their own actions thoughtfully. 

 Refer to religious teachings to 
describe their vision of an inspiring 
community. 
 

Contd. below 

 
 Explain how religions share some 

similar ideas about God, recognising 
they are different too. 

 Suggest lines of enquiry that enable 
them to explain some differences 
the five pillars make to Muslim life 
individually, and in the community of 
the Ummah. 

 Explain the impact of believing that 
God made humans all equally and 
valuable. 

 Explain the impacts of the ways 
Christian Aid and Islamic Relief put 
religious teachings into action in a 
wold of poverty. 

 Enquire into and explain two 
reasons each for the authority given 
to the Guru Granth Sahib, the Bible 
or the Quran for a Sikh, a Christian 
and a Muslim. 

 Use language about prayer and 
meditation to suggest three reasons 
why people spend time in silence 
and stillness, and enquire into the 
differences between the practices in 
each religion. 

 
 
 

 

Contd. below 
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Years 1 and 2 Years 3 and 4 Year 5  Year 6 

CONTENT – KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

   
 Create a statement of their own 

beliefs about God, life after death or 
human values referring to ideas from 
two religions they have studied. 

 Describe something they find 
spiritual and inspiring in a poem, 
painting or design. 

 Apply three sayings of God or a 
religious leader to their own life, 
giving their reaction to the religious 
teaching. 
Gather, select and organise 
information about a religious 
response to suffering and evil. 
 

YEAR 5 SPECIFIC STUDY: 
Christianity & Islam 

 
 Contribute to discussions about 

what two Christian leaders say 
about peace and conflict, relating 
the ideas to my own life and to 
conflict in the wider world.  

 Explain what Muslims and Christians 
see as the purpose of life, 
expressing my own views about 
identity. 

 Express their own views about 
spiritual experiences, relating my 
views to religious stories. 

 Relate the idea that God may be 
encountered/heard/ felt in a place of 
worship, to their own ideas about 
music, stillness and communal 
reflection. 

 Explain two influences that 
sometimes make people tell lies, 
and two influences that encourage 
truthfulness. 

 Give an informed response to a 
question about the destiny of the 
soul after death, referring to 
teaching from two religions. 
Connect their own views about 
spiritual and religious questions with 
a point of view they disagree with, 
explaining in an informed way some 
differences between respect and 
intolerance. 
 

YEAR 6 SPECIFIC STUDY: 
Christianity & Sikhism 

 


