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Year 1 Year 2 Years 3 and 4 Years 5 and 6 

SKILLS 

Geographical Skills  
Pupils should be taught to 

 use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as 
well as the continents studied at 
this key stage.  

 use locational and directional 
language [for example, near and 
far; left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes 
on a map. 

 use aerial photographs to 
recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features; 
devise a simple map. 

- Ask simple geographical questions 

- Find places on a map 

- Find out about different places they 
have visited. 

 use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as 
well as the countries, continents 
and oceans studied at this key 
stage.  

 use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) 
and locational and directional 
language [for example, near and 
far; left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes 
on a map. 

 use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a 
simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key. 

 use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied.  

 use the eight points of a 
compass, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world.  

- Ask geographical questions and 
offer their own ideas. 

- Identify places and locate on a map 
using letter and number references 

- Give explanations of other people’s 
views. 

 use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied.  

 use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world. 

- draw on their own experience and 
secondary sources to identify 
geographical questions. 

- know the location and context of a 
range of places, and use 4 and 6-
figure grid references. 

- appreciate that there are different 
views and opinions on geographical 
matters. 

Fieldwork 
Pupils should be taught to 

 use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

 use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

 use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

 use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 



Geography - Overview of Skills Progression and Content 

 

      National Curriculum 2014 is shown in coloured text.    Black text is recommended.                                                                                                                                             6 

 

 

Year 1 Year 2 Years 3 and 4 Years 5 and 6 

CONTENT – KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

Locational Knowledge  

Pupils should be taught to 

 name and locate three of the 
world’s seven continents - Africa, 
Asia and Europe. 

 name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries of the United Kingdom – 
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland 
and Wales. 

- Make observations about simple 
human and physical geographical 
features of different places. 

 name and locate the world’s 
seven continents -  Africa, Asia and 
Europe (revise from Year 1) and 
Antarctica, Australia and North 
America (new to Year 2). 

 name and locate the world’s five 
oceans – Arctic, Atlantic, Indian, 
Pacific and Southern. 

 name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries - England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales (revise 
from Year 1) and capital cities of 
the United Kingdom, London, 
Belfast, Cardiff and Edinburgh, and 
its surrounding seas - English 
Channel, Atlantic Ocean, Irish Sea 
and North Sea. 

 locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 
and South America, concentrating 
on their environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities, including Brazil/Rio, 
Ecuador/Quito and Italy/Rome (new 
to Year 3; revise in Year 4) and 
Greenland, Greece/Athens, 
Sweden/Stockholm, 
Denmark/Copenhagen, 
Iceland/Reykjavik and Norway/Oslo 
(Year 4). 

 name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
including England/London, Northern 
Ireland/Belfast, Scotland/Edinburgh 
and Wales/Cardiff (from KS1) and 
Glasgow, Greater London, Essex, 
West Midlands/Birmingham, Kent 
and Cornwall (new to Year 3; revise 
in Year 4) and Yorkshire/York/Leeds, 
Merseyside/Liverpool, Hertfordshire 
and Surrey (new to Year 4). 

 

Continued below 

 locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 
and North and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities, including 
Russia/Moscow, Germany/Berlin, 
Turkey/Ankara, France/Paris, Italy/ 
Rome, Spain/Barcelona, Poland/ 
Warsaw, Romania/Bucharest and 
Switzerland/Bern (new to Year 5; 
revise in Year 6) and Mexico/Mexico 
City (new to Year 6). Also revise 
Brazil/Rio, Ecuador/ Quito, 
Italy/Rome, Greenland, 
Greece/Athens, Sweden/Stockholm, 
Denmark/ Copenhagen, Iceland/ 
Reykjavik and Norway/Oslo (from 
Years 3 and 4). 

 name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
Norfolk/Norwich, Bristol, Suffolk, 
Cambridgeshire and Somerset (new 
to Year 5; revise in Year 6) and 
Yorkshire/Sheffield, Manchester, 
Buckinghamshire, Wiltshire and the 
Isle of Wight (new to Year 6). 

Continued below 



Geography - Overview of Skills Progression and Content 

 

      National Curriculum 2014 is shown in coloured text.    Black text is recommended.                                                                                                                                             7 

 

Year 1 Year 2 Years 3 and 4 Years 5 and 6 

CONTENT – KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

Locational Knowledge contd.  
Pupils should be taught to 

  

 name and locate geographical 
regions and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features (including 
hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), including the River Thames 
(new to Year 3; revise in Year 4) 
and the River Trent (new to Year 4) 
and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time.  

 identify the position and 
significance of the Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circles, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones, 
including day and night (new to 
Year 3; revise in Year 4). 

Also revise England/London, Northern 
Ireland/Belfast, Scotland/Edinburgh 
and Wales/Cardiff (from KS1) and 
Glasgow, Greater London, Essex, 
West Midlands/Birmingham, Kent 
Cornwall, Yorkshire/York/Leeds, 
Merseyside/Liverpool, Hertfordshire 
and Surrey (from Years 3 and 4). 

 name and locate geographical 
regions and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), 
including the River Severn (new to 
Year 5; revise in Year 6) and the 
Great Ouse, Ben Nevis and Mount 
Snowdon (new to Year 6) and land-
use patterns; and understand how 
some of these aspects have 
changed over time. Also revise the 
Thames and Trent (from Years 3 & 4). 

 identify the position and 
significance of the Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circles, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones, including 
day and night (from Years 3 and 4) 
and latitude, longitude the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn (new to 
Years 5 and 6) 
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Year 1 Year 2 Years 3 and 4 Years 5 and 6 

CONTENT – KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

Place Knowledge 
Pupils should be taught to 

 understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small 
area of the United Kingdom. 

- Know what places are and why we 
go there. 

- Make simple comparisons between 
home town/village and other places. 

 understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small 
area of the United Kingdom, and 
of a small area in a contrasting 
non-European country. 

- Why are places different? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and a region 
within North or South America, 
e.g. Italy, a South American country 
(Year 3) and Sweden, Norway and 
Greece (Year 4) 

- Describe a range of physical and 
human features of different places.  

- Make simple comparisons between 
individual features of different 
places. 

- Recognise how places are linked to 
other places in the world. 

 understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and a region 
within North or South America, 
e.g. European countries (link WWII 
in Year 5) and Mexico, North 
America (Year 6). 

- Describe the physical and human 
features of a wider range of places. 

- Make comparisons between 
individual features of different 
places. 

- Recognise the ways in which places 
can be interdependent. 
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Year 1 Year 2 Years 3 and 4 Years 5 and 6 

CONTENT – KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

Human and Physical Geography 
Pupils should be taught to 

 
 identify seasonal and daily 

weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world – 
North Pole, South Pole and the four 
seasons.  

 use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to:  

- key physical features, including: 
beach, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
river, soil, season and weather.  

- key human features, including: 
town, factory, farm, house, office 
and shop. 

 identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles.  

 use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to:  

- key physical features, including: 
beach, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
river, soil, season and weather 
(from Year 1) and  cliff, coast, 
ocean, valley, vegetation (new to 
Year 2). 

- key human features, including: 
town, factory, farm, house, office 
and shop (from Year 1) and city, 
village, port and harbour (new to 
Year 2). 

- How can we improve our 
environment? 

 describe and understand key 
aspects of:  

- physical geography, including: 
climate zones, and vegetation 
belts, volcanoes (new to Year 3, 
e.g. Mount Vesuvius) and 
earthquakes and the water cycle 
(Year 4).  

- human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water.  

- Make appropriate observations about 
the location of features. 

- Describe patterns in our local 
landscape. 

- Why are places like that and how do 
they change. 

- Identify changes in the environment. 

- Begin to understand how people 
both damage and improve their 
environment. 

 describe and understand key 
aspects of:  

- physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes (new to 
Years 5 and 6) and vegetation 
belts, volcanoes, earthquakes and 
the water cycle (revise from Years 3 
and 4), rivers (Year 5) and 
mountains (Years 6) 

- human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water. 

- Describe and explain patterns in the 
wider world. 

- Describe the character and 
environment in different parts of the 
world. 

- How do human and physical features 
effect changes in places? 

- Explain the reasons for changes in 
the environment. 

- Begin to understand how and why 
people seek sustainable solutions to 
environmental problems.  

 


