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Years 1 and 2 Years 3 and 4 Years 5 and 6 

SKILLS 

PERFORMANCE 
Pupils should be taught to 

 use their voices expressively and creatively 
by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes. 

 play tuned and un-tuned instruments 
musically. 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression.  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations. 

 sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control.  

 Sing songs, chants and rhymes. 
 Keep a steady beat when performing an 

instrument with others. 
 Rehearse a performance to start and finish 

together. 

 Sing songs in unison with clear diction, control of 
pitch and musical expression. 

 Play tuned and un-tuned instruments with control 
and rhythmic accuracy. 

 Perform rhythmically simple parts within a small 
range of notes. 

 Practise, rehearse and present performances with 
an awareness of the audience. 

 Begin to read standard rhythm notation. 

 Sing songs with increasing control of breathing, 
posture and sound projection.  

 Identify phrases through breathing in appropriate 
places and sing songs with expression. 

 Begin to sing songs in two-parts (basic harmonies or 
rounds) with an awareness of how parts fit together. 

 Perform an independent part keeping a steady beat. 
 Practise, rehearse and present performances with an 

awareness of the audience. 
 Begin to read standard notation (pitch and rhythm). 

COMPOSING 
Pupils should be taught to 

 experiment with, create, select and combine 
sounds using the inter-related dimensions 
of music. 

 develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical 
structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music.  

 Repeat a short rhythmical pattern and begin to 
develop their own simple rhythms.  

 Create a melodic pattern with 3 or 4 notes. 
 Choose and organise sounds within a simple 

structure (e.g. Beginning, middle, end; musical 
journey). 

 Improvise a short repeated rhythm or melody. 
 Compose by choosing, combining and organising 

sounds within musical structures. 

 Improvise a short rhythm or melody. 
 Compose by choosing, combining and organising 

sounds within musical structures and developing 
simple musical ideas. 

 Compose music for different occasions. 

http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage1/index.aspx#note2_1_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_1_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_1_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_2_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_2_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_1_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_1_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_2_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_2_a
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Years 1 and 2 Years 3 and 4 Years 5 and 6 

SKILLS 

LISTENING 
Pupils should be taught to 

 listen with concentration to a range of high-
quality live and recorded music. 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory. 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians. 

 Sing or play back something they have heard. 
 Explain how musical elements change 

throughout a song or piece of music (e.g. 
Comparing beginning, middle and end).   

 Understand how the inter-related dimensions 
can be used to create different moods in music. 

 Explore how sounds can be made in different 
ways (e.g. vocalising, clapping, by musical 
instruments, in the environment). 

 Represent sounds using signs and symbols. 
 Listen to a range of examples of music and talk 

about when and why they may hear it, (e.g. for 
a dance, for a game, as a lullaby, in religious 
worship etc.). 

 Listen with attention to detail and sing or play back 
what they hear or short phrases they hear. 

 Explore how music is produced in different ways 
(with different resources, including ICT). 

 Represent what they hear using real and invented 
notations. 

 Describe, compare and evaluate different kinds of 
music using appropriate musical vocabulary. 

 

 Listen with attention to detail and sing or play back 
what they hear with increasing accuracy and 
confidence. 

 Explore how music is produced in different ways (with 
different resources, including ICT). 

 Represent what they hear using real and invented 
notations. 

 Explore how time and place can influence the style of 
music and how music is used. 

EVALUATION 
Pupils should be taught to 

 review and evaluate music across a range of 
historical periods, genres, styles and 
traditions. 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians. 

 Show how music makes them feel through 
movement and dance. 

 Recognise changes in sounds and describe 
music they hear using simple musical 
vocabulary. (Identify the beast, recognise 
changes in timbre, pitch and dynamics). 

 Say what was good about their own work and 
make improvements.  

 Comment on how sounds are 
combined. 

 Show and explain ideas and feelings 
about music using movement, 
dance, expressive or descriptive 
language and musical vocabulary. 

 Improve their own and others' work 
in relation to its intended effect. 

 Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians. 

 Describe and compare sounds using technical musical vocabulary. 
 Discuss how sounds have been used to reflect and intention or 

create an effect. 
 Improve their own and others' work in relation to its intended effect. 
 Refine and improve their own work. 

http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage1/index.aspx#note2_6_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage1/index.aspx#note2_8_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage1/index.aspx#note2_8_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage1/index.aspx#note2_8_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage1/index.aspx#note2_8_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_5_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_7_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_7_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_7_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_7_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_5_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_7_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_7_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_7_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_7_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_3_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_3_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_3_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/music/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_3_a
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Years 1 and 2 Years 3 and 4 Years 5 and 6 

SKILLS 

HISTORY OF MUSIC 
Pupils should be taught to 

 listen to, review and evaluate music across 
a range of historical periods.  

 develop an understanding of the history of music.  

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians. 

 


