
 
 

 
 

What your child 
should be able to do 
by the end of Year 2 

 
 



Our School Values 
 

Self-belief 
Perseverance 
Pride 
Success 
 
At South Park Primary School, we aspire to provide a school 
experience that: 

• Is stimulating, secure, safe and supportive, allowing all 

children to reach their potential. 

• Develops children’s personalities, talents, academic and 

physical abilities, so that they self-motivated 

independent learners.  

• Offers a wide range of activities through exciting and 

varied curriculum, enriching children’s everyday 

experiences. 

• Teaches our children to recognise, respect, value and 

celebrate the diverse cultures of the school and the 

wider community. 

• Prepares all the children to live and act responsibly now 

and in the future.  



The purpose of this booklet is to give parents a better idea of 
what their child should be aiming towards by the end of the 
school year in July. 
 
At the age of 6 and 7, your child will be in Year 2. Year 2 is the 
second of two years in Key Stage One and is also referred to 
as end of Key Stage One.  
 
The following are areas that most children should be able to 
do at the end of Year 2. Some children will exceed with these 
areas and some will not progress as quickly. It is important to 
communicate with your child’s teacher if you have any 
queries about any of the areas contained in this booklet. 
 
English is separated into Reading (word reading); Reading 
(comprehension); Writing (spelling); Writing (composition); 
Writing (vocabulary, punctuation & grammar) and 
Handwriting. 
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Y2 Curriculum Overview 
 
 

Subject Autumn Spring Summer 

Topic 
World 

and Me 

The 
Great 
Fire of 

London 

Safari  
Important 
Women in 

History 
Seaside Monarchs 

English 
(Core Texts) 

Paddington Bear by 
Michael Bond  
 
The Enormous Crocodile 
by Roald Dahl  
 

Fox by Margaret Wild and 
Ron Brooks 
 
Cinnamon by Neil Gaimon   

The Lost Happy Endings by 
Carol Ann Duffy  
 
How Pirates Really Work  
 
The Magic Finger by Roald 
Dahl  
 

Mathematics 

Place Value 
Addition and Subtraction  
Shape 
Length and Height  
Multiplication and Division 
Mass and Volume  
 

Addition and Subtraction 
Shape 
Multiplication and Division  
Money  
Statistics  
Temperature 
 

Multiplication and Division 
Addition and Subtraction 
Position and Direction 
Fractions 
Time 
Shape 

Science 

Plants 

- What plants need to 
grow and stay 
healthy? 

- Find out and describe 
how plants need 
water, light and a 
suitable temperature 
to grow and stay 
healthy. 

 
Uses of Everyday 
Materials 

- Identify and compare 
the suitability of a 
variety of everyday 
materials for particular 
uses 
 

 

Uses of Everyday Materials  

- Changing shapes by 
squashing, bending, 
twisting and stretching. 

- William Addis 
 
Animals, including Humans 
– Knowing that animals, 

including humans, have 
offspring that grow into 
adults. 

– Basic needs for survival. 
– The importance of 

exercise, the right food 
and hygiene for humans. 

– Eugenie Clark 
 

Living Things and Their 
Habitats 
– Differences between 

things that are alive, 
dead and never been 
alive. 

– Identifying and naming a 
variety of plants and 
animals in their habitats. 

– How plants and animals 
are suited to their 
habitats. 

– Simple food chains. 
 

 
Plants 
- How seeds and bulbs 

grow into mature plants. 
- George Washington 

Carver  

Computing 

Coding  
Online Safety 
Creating Pictures 

Creating Pictures 
Questioning 
Spreadsheets 
Making music 

Making music 
Effective Searching 
Presenting Ideas 

History 

The Great Fire of London 
- Gather evidence from 

different sources to 
find out how the fire 
started 

- Develop opinions 
about what happened 
in the past 

- Learn about Samuel 
Pepys and his diaries 

- Understand how the 
fire changed the way 
that London looks 
today 

Important Women in 
History 

- What makes someone 
famous?  
-What did Florence 
Nightingale do to improve 
hospitals?  
-Who was Mary Seacole?-
How were Mary Seacole and 
Florence Nightingale 
similar/different?  
-Was Edith Cavell a hero or a 
traitor?  
-Who left the greatest legacy? 

Monarchs  
- Comparison between 

Queen Victoria and 
Queen Elizabeth II 

- Place significant events 
from their lives on a 
timeline 

- Study portraits of the 
monarchs 

- Look at changes in 
fashion between the 
time periods 

- British Values past and 
present 

Geography 
World and Me Safari  Seaside   

- Use basic geographical 



Subject Autumn Spring Summer 

Topic 
World 

and Me 

The 
Great 
Fire of 

London 

Safari  
Important 
Women in 

History 
Seaside Monarchs 

- Naming the 7 
continents 

- Naming the 5 oceans 
- Learning about the 

Equator 
- Comparing the human 

and physical features 
and weather patterns 
in the UK and Ecuador  

-Identify and understand at 
least one human and one 
physical geography feature of 
Kenya 
- Compare human and 
physical features of Kenya 
and East London 
- Use world maps, atlas and 
globes to identify Kenya and 
London 
- Use simple compass points  

vocabulary to refer to key 
physical geography 
including:, beach, cliff 
- Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
human geography including: 
town, city, 
- Compare Chalkwall beach 
to another UK beach 

Art 

Great Fire of London 
 
– London landmarks – 

drawing St. Pauls 
Cathedral  

– Great Fire of London – 
fire/ smoke effects 

– Continuous Line 
drawing, drawing 
exercises, 

– Close observational 
drawings 

– Collage of London – 
fire inspired scene in 
the style of Claude 
Monet 

– Fire-inspired art using 
aquarelle 
watercolours.  

 

Safari 
 
– Analyse & draw Ghanian 

Adinkra art symbols 
– Paint an African animal 

using Pointillism 
techniques. 

– Create own Kente cloth 
and patterns inspired by 
African culture. 

– Oil pastel techniques  
– Analyse and recreate art 

by Elisha Onger using oil 
pastels 

– Create a Safari animal in 
the style of Onger’s Bird. 
 

 

Monarchs 
– Chalk pastel techniques  
– Create chalk pastels 

castles inspired by Paul 
Klee 

– Tissue paper collage of 
castles inspired by Paul 
Klee 

– Mono-print castles 

 
Seaside 
- Create 3D bottle fish 

sculpture  

Design & 
Technology 

Structures  
Baby bear’s chair 
 
 

Mechanisms  
Making a moving monster 
 
Cooking and Nutrition  
A balanced diet – healthy 
wraps 

Textiles  
Pouches 

Music 

Musical me 
 
Orchestral instruments  
Traditional stories 

African call and response 
song  
Animals 
 
Dynamics: timbre, tempo 
and motifs  
Space 

Vocal and body sounds  
By the sea (1) 
 
Myths and legends 

P.E. 

Gymnastics 
Dance – Countries and 
The Great fire of London 
Games – fundamentals 
and invasion games 

Yoga 
Dance – Construction and 
Cheer dance 
Games – ball skills and net 
and wall 

Gymnastics 
Dance – pirates and under 
the sea  
Games - athletics/striking 
and fielding 

PSHE 
Being me in my world 
Celebrating differences 

Dreams and Goals 
Healthy me 

Relationships 
Changing me 

R.E. 

– How do the stories of 
Jesus inspire 
Christians today? 

– Who influences our 
lives? 

– Who is a Muslim and 
what do they believe? 
(first half of unit only) 
 

– What do Christians do at 
Easter and why is it 
important to them? 

– Who is a Muslim and 
what do they believe? 
(second half of unit only) 

 
– In what ways are 

Church/Mosque 
important to believers? 
Mosque focus 

 French  – Les Fruits – Les Saisons – Les Formes 



 

Maths 
 

By the end of Year 2, most children should be able to: 
 

Number – number and place value   

• count in steps of 2, 3, and 5 from 0, and in tens from any number, forward and 
backward 

• recognise the place value of each digit in a two-digit number (tens, ones) 

• identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations, 
including the number line  

• compare and order numbers from 0 up to 100; use <, > and = signs  

• read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and in words 

• use place value and number facts to solve problems. add and subtract one-digit 
and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero 

• solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete 
objects and pictorial representations, and missing number problems such as   
7 =        – 9. 

 

Number – addition and subtraction   

• solve problems with addition and subtraction: using concrete objects and pictorial 
representations, including those involving numbers, quantities and measures  

• applying their increasing knowledge of mental and written methods  

• recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use 
related facts up to 100 

• add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial representations, and 
mentally, including: a two-digit number and ones, a two-digit number and tens, 
two two-digit numbers, adding three one-digit numbers  

• show that addition of two numbers can be done in any order (commutative) and 
subtraction of one number from another cannot  

• recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction and 
use this to check calculations and solve missing number problems. 

 

Number – multiplication and division   

• recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication 
tables, including recognising odd and even numbers  

• calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division within the 
multiplication tables and write them using the multiplication (×), division (÷) and 
equals (=) signs 

• show that multiplication of two numbers can be done in any order (commutative) 
and division of one number by another cannot  

• solve problems involving multiplication and division, using materials, arrays, 
repeated addition, mental methods, and multiplication and division facts, 
including problems in contexts. 



 
 

Number – fractions 

• recognise, find, name and write fractions , ⅓, ¼, ½, ¾ of a length, shape, set of 
objects or quantity  

• write simple fractions for example, ½ of 6 = 3 and recognise the equivalence of 2/4 
and ½. 

 
Measurement   

• choose and use appropriate standard units to estimate and measure length/height 
in any direction (m/cm); mass (kg/g); temperature (°C); capacity (litres/ml) to the 
nearest appropriate unit, using rulers, scales, thermometers and measuring 
vessels  

• compare and order lengths, mass, volume/capacity and record the results using >, 
< and =  

• recognise and use symbols for pounds (£) and pence (p); combine amounts to 
make a particular value  

• find different combinations of coins that equal the same amounts of money  

• solve simple problems in a practical context involving addition and subtraction of 
money of the same unit, including giving change  

• compare and sequence intervals of time  

• tell and write the time to five minutes, including quarter past/to the hour and 
draw the hands on a clock face to show these times  

• know the number of minutes in an hour and the number of hours in a day. 
 

Geometry – Properties of shape 

• identify and describe the properties of 2-D shapes, including the number of sides 
and line symmetry in a vertical line  

• identify and describe the properties of 3-D shapes, including the number of edges, 
vertices and faces 

•  identify 2-D shapes on the surface of 3-D shapes, [for example, a circle on a 
cylinder and a triangle on a pyramid]  

• compare and sort common 2-D and 3-D shapes and everyday objects 

 

Geometry – Position and Direction 

• order and arrange combinations of mathematical objects in patterns and 
sequences  

• use mathematical vocabulary to describe position, direction and movement, 
including movement in a straight line and distinguishing between rotation as a 
turn and in terms of right angles for quarter, half and three-quarter turns 
(clockwise and anticlockwise). 

 
Statistics 

• interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block diagrams and simple 
tables  



• ask and answer simple questions by counting the number of objects in each 
category and sorting the categories by quantity  

• ask and answer questions about totalling and comparing categorical data. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOUTH PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL  
TIMES TABLES  

 What am I expected to learn each year? 

 

Year Group  Expectation  



1 • Count in 2s, 5s and 10s from zero  

2 
• Count in 3s from zero  
• Recall multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 

times tables  

3 
• Count in 4s, 8s, 50s and 100s from zero  
• Recall multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 

times tables  

4 
• Count in 6s, 7s, 9s, 25s and 1000s  
• Recall multiplication and division facts for the 6, 7, 9, 11 and 

12 times tables  

5 
• Recall prime numbers up to 19  
• Recognise and use square numbers  
• Find all factor pairs of a number and common factors of two 

numbers  

6 
• Recall equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and 

percentages  
• Convert measurements (length, mass, volume and time) 

from smaller units of measure to larger and vice-versa  

 
 
 
 
 



 
English 
 
By the end of Year 2, most children should be able to: 
 

Reading – word reading 

• continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until 
automatic decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent  

• read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes 
taught so far, especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes  

• read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same graphemes 
as above  

• read words containing common suffixes  

• read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between 
spelling and sound and where these occur in the word  

• read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, 
when they have been frequently encountered  

• read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding 
out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation  

• re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 

 

Reading – comprehension  

• develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 
listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary 
and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can 
read independently  

• discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are 
related  

• becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy 
stories and traditional tales  

• being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways  

• recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry  

• discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known 
vocabulary  

• discussing their favourite words and phrases  

• continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these 
and reciting some, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear  
understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and 
those that they listen to by: drawing on what they already know or on background 
information and vocabulary provided by the teacher  



• checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate 
reading  

• making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done  

• answering and asking questions  

• predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  

• participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to 
them and those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to 
what others say  

• explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both 
those that they listen to and those that they read for themselves.  

 
Writing - Transcription 

Spelling  
 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• spell by: segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by 
graphemes, spelling many correctly  

• learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings are 
already known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a few common 
homophones  

• learning to spell common exception words  

• learning to spell more words with contracted forms  

• learning the possessive apostrophe (singular) [for example, the girl’s book]  

• distinguishing between homophones and near-homophones  

• add suffixes to spell longer words, including –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly  

• write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words 
using the GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so far. 

 
Handwriting  
Pupils should be taught to:  

• form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another  

• start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and 
understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

• write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to 
one another and to lower case letters  

• use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

 

Writing - Composition 

Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by:  

• writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and 
fictional)  

• writing about real events, writing poetry, writing for different purposes 

• consider what they are going to write before beginning by: planning or saying out 
loud what they are going to write about, writing down ideas and/or key words, 
including new vocabulary  

• encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence  



• make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: 
evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils 

• re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 

• proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  

• read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear. 

 

Writing – vocabulary, grammar and punctuation   

• learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly; including full 
stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists and 
apostrophes for contracted forms and the possessive (singular)  

• learn how to use: sentences with different forms: statement, question, 
exclamation, command, expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for 
example, the blue butterfly]  

• use the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the 
progressive form  

• subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and co-ordination (using or, and, 
or but)  

 



 



 



 



 



 



Words your child should be able to spell by the end of Year 2 (please remember that not all 
children will be able to spell every word, but should be working towards these by the end of 
Year 2): 
 

Requirements Example words 

The sounds ‘dge’ and ‘ge’ badge, edge, bridge, dodge 
age, huge, change, charge, bulge 
gem, giant, magic, giraffe, jar, jog 

The sounds ‘kn’ and ‘gn’ knock, know, knee 
gnat, gnaw 

The sound ‘wr’ write, written, wrote, wrong, wrap 
The sound ‘le’ table, apple, bottle, little, middle 

The sound ‘el’ camel, tunnel, squirrel, travel, towel, tinsel 
The sound ‘al’ metal, pedal, capital, hospital, animal 

Words ending with ‘il’ pencil, fossil, nostril 

The sound ‘y’  cry, dry, fly, try, reply, July 
Adding ‘es’ flies, tries, replies, copies, babies, carries 

Adding the endings ‘ed’, ‘er’ and 
‘est’ 

copied, copier, happier, happiest, cried, replied 

Adding the endings ‘ing’, ‘ed’, 
‘er’, ‘est’ and ‘y’ 

hiking, hiked, hiker, nicer, nicest, shiny 

Adding the endings ‘ing’, ‘ed’, 
‘er’, ‘est’ and ‘y’ 

patting, patted, humming, hummed, dropping, 
dropped, sadder, saddest, fatter, fattest, runner, 
runny 

The sound ‘all’ and ‘al’ all, ball, call, walk, talk, always 
The sound ‘o’ other, mother, brother, nothing, Monday 

The sound ‘ey’ key, donkey, monkey, chimney, valley 

‘a’ after ‘w’ and ‘qu’ want, watch, quantity, squash 
The suffixes ‘ment’, ‘ness’, ‘ful’, 
‘less’ and ‘ly’ 

enjoyment, sadness, caeful, playful, hopeless, 
plainness, badly, merriment, happiness, plentiful, 
penniless, happily 

Contractions can’t, didn’t, hasn’t, couldn’t, it’s, I’ll 

Possessive apostrophe Megan’s, Ravi’s, girl’s, the child’s, the man’s 
Words ending with ‘tion’ station, fiction, motion, national, section 

Homophones & near-
homophones 

there/ their/ they’re 
here/ hear 
quite/ quiet 
see/ sea 
bare/ bear 
one/ won 
sun/ son 
to/ too/ two 
be/ bee 
blue/ blew 
night/ knight 

 



Useful Websites 

 
 
www.spps.org.uk 

 
www.sumdog.co.uk 
 
www.mymaths.co.uk  
 
www.oxfordowl.co.uk 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/national_curriculum_key_st
ages/ 
 

www.topmarks.co.uk  

 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
 
www.phonicsplay.co.uk 
 
www.ttrockstars.com 
 

http://www.spps.org.uk/
http://www.sumdog.co.uk/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/national_curriculum_key_stages/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/national_curriculum_key_stages/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.ttrockstars.com/

