
 
 

 
 
 

What your child 
should be able to 
do by the end of 

Year 6 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Our Values 
Self-belief 
Perseverance 
Pride 
Success 
 
At South Park Primary School, we aspire to 
provide a school experience that: 
• Is stimulating, secure, safe and supportive, 

allowing all children to reach their potential. 
• Develops children’s personalities, talents, 

academic and physical abilities, so that they are 
self-motivated independent learners.  

• Offers a wide range of activities through exciting 
and varied curriculum, enriching children’s 
everyday experiences. 

• Teaches our children to recognise, respect, value 
and celebrate the diverse cultures of the school 
and the wider community. 

• Prepares all the children to live and act 
responsibly now and in the future.  

 
 
 



 
 

 
The purpose of this book is to give parents a better 
idea of what their child should be aiming towards, by 
the end of the school year. It also suggests some 
ideas about how you could support your child’s 
learning at home. 
The expectations outlined are ones that most children 
should be able to do by the end of the year. Some 
children will exceed these expectations, and some will 
not progress as quickly. It is important to speak with 
your child’s teacher if you have any queries about any 
of the areas contained in this book.  
 
Contents: 
• Yearly curriculum overview 
• English  

- Reading 
- Writing (spelling; composition and grammar; 

handwriting) 
• Mathematics 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

English 
By the end of Year 6, most children should be able to: 
Reading (word reading) 

• Apply knowledge of root words (e.g. adore), 
prefixes (e.g. auto) and suffixes (e.g. able) to read 
aloud and to understand the meaning of new 
words that they meet. 

• Children should be able to read fluently and for pleasure and 
should read at least 5 times per week for 30 minutes, with 
someone at home.  

• A reading record is a book that your child will bring home to 
record the books they are reading. An adult, who has heard the 
child read, should make a comment in the space provided and 
sign the record weekly. You could comment on how well your 
child read, their enjoyment of the text, whether they are 
struggling with any particular words and how well they have 
understood the text.  

 
Reading (comprehension) 

• Make notes on and use evidence from across a text to explain 
events or ideas 

• Infer writers' perspectives from what is written and from what 
is implied 

• Predict what may happen from what is stated or what is 
implied 

• Compare different types of narrative and information texts and 
identify how they are structured 

• Distinguish between everyday use of words and their subject-
specific use 



 
 

• Explore how writers use language for comic and dramatic 
effects 

• Work out what is fact and what is opinion 
• Reflect on reading habits and preferences and plan personal 

reading goals 
• Use techniques such as visualisation, prediction and empathy 

in exploring the meaning of texts 
• Compare how a common theme is presented in poetry and 

prose 
 
 
Writing (composition) 

• Make notes showing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research. 

• Experiment with different narrative forms and styles to write 
their own stories. 

• In stories, describe settings, characters and atmosphere. 
• Include dialogue to describe characters and to move on action. 
• Adapt non-fiction forms and styles to write fiction or factual 

texts, including poems. 
• Include organisational features such as headings, bullet points 

and underlining in non-fiction texts. 
• Adapt sentence structure to different types of text purposes 

and readers, including the use of a variety of complex 
sentences. 

• Experiment with the order of sections and paragraphs to 
achieve different effects. 

• Change the order of material within a paragraph. 
 

 



 
 

Writing (vocabulary, punctuation & grammar) 

• Write in paragraphs where ideas flow from one to another 
using words such as then, after that, this, firstly 

• Write complex sentences where the clauses begin with who, 
which, where, when, whose, that, e.g. The cat, who had sharp 
claws, scratched the furniture. 

• Link ideas from one paragraph to another using words to show 
passing of time, the place of something or the number, e.g. 
Later, the young boy realised that something wonderful had 
happened; Nearby there was a dark, dry cave. 

• Use commas, brackets, dashes, colons and semi colons within 
sentences to and more detail or to explain something.  

 

Writing (handwriting) 

• Write consistently with neat, legible and joined handwriting. 
• Write with increasing speed. 
• Throughout the school, Penpals for Writing will be used. This is 

a scheme, which starts from the foundations of forming letters 
and progress to writing in a joined, legible way by the time 
children leave the school.  

 

Writing (spelling) 

• Use prefixes and suffixes, understanding how to add them to 
words. 

• Spell words with ‘silent’ letters. 
• Spell homophones, such as further and farther. 
• Use a dictionary to check the spelling and meaning of words. 
• Use a thesaurus to find alternatives to a word.  



 
 

• In this booklet, you will find an image of some of the strategies 
that children can use to help when learning to spell unfamiliar 
vocabulary. We also use the word lists set out by the 
government, which you can find in this booklet.   
 
 

How can you help your child with reading at home? 
Please encourage your child to: 
- express opinions about plots, characters, settings and language in books 
- recognise and discuss issues and themes 
- evaluate the behaviours and personalities of characters 
- refer to the text for evidence to justify opinions and conclusions 
- understand the elements of story structures: opening event, cause and 
effect, action-reaction, climax and resolution 
- predict what might happen next in the story and say why 
- explain the content of a passage/text 
- make inferences and deductions where things are not explicitly stated 
- discuss alternative meanings of words 
- understand the difference between figurative and literal language 
- identify how and why a character changes in a story 
-  be aware of an author’s style, use of language and purpose 
- understand and make use of structural devices for organising information, 
e.g. contents, headings, captions and index 
- vary reading speed according to purpose 
- skim a text to get the gist of the content 
- scan a text to locate information 
- tell the difference between fact and opinion 
- consistently use more than one strategy when dealing with unfamiliar 
words e.g. phonics, reading on or back, syllabification (breaking of words 
into syllables e.g. yes-ter-day) etc 
- recognise inconsistencies in phonic patterns and that some letters do not 
always produce a sound themselves 
- self-correct when meaning is lost 
- use knowledge of word order and the structure of written language to 
confirm or check meaning 
- be enthusiastic about reading 
- explain and justify personal preferences 



 
 

- read and recognise a variety of genres and understand their main 
characteristics 
- to compare works by the same and different authors 
 

 
Questions to ask when reading with your child: 
 

- Why do you think the author wrote that? 
- What do you think he/she meant by that? 
- Which word makes you think that…? 
- How do the words here make you feel? 
- Why do you think that part is repeated? 
- What effect does the rhyme have on…? 
- When did the story change? 
- How do you know that change was going to happen? 
- Why are there two kinds of pictures/photographs etc? 
- How do you use the index/glossary/contents page to help you find out 

the information? 
- What do you like/dislike about the story and why? 
- Which was the best/funniest/saddest part? 
- What is the main purpose of the text? 
- What do you think the writer felt about…? 
- When the writer says… how does that make you feel? 
- Does this book remind you of another that you have read? If so, which 

one and why? 
- Who is the main character in the story and in what way are they 

traditional? 
- Do you know any other books by the same author? 
- What other books can you think of that have the same setting or 

message? 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Year 6 – Recommended Reading List 
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National Curriculum – Year 6  
Year 6 
Number 
Number and place value: 

• read, write, order and compare numbers to 10,000,000 and determine 
the value of each digit 

• round any whole number to a required degree of accuracy 
• use negative numbers in context, and calculate intervals across zero 
• solve number and practical problems that involve all the above 

Addition and subtraction, multiplication and division: 
• multiply multi-digit numbers up to 4 digits by two-digit whole number, 

using the formal written method of long multiplication 
• divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number, using the 

formal written method of long division, and interpret remainders as 
whole number remainders, fractions, or by rounding, as appropriate for 
the context 

• divide up to four-digit by a two-digit whole numbers using the formal 
written method of short division where appropriate, interpreting 
remainders according to the context 

• perform mental calculations, including with mixed operations and large 
numbers 

• identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers 
• use their knowledge of the order of operations to carry out calculations 

involving the four operations 
• solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding 

which operations to use and why 
• use estimation to check answers to calculations and determine, in 

context of a problem, levels of accuracy. 
Fractions (including decimals and percentages) 

• use common factors to simplify fractions; use common multiples to 
express fractions in the same denomination 

• compare and order fractions, including fractions >1 
• add and subtract fractions with different denominators and mixed 

numbers, using the concept of equivalent fractions 
• multiply simple pairs of proper fractions, writing the answer in the 

simplest form 
• divide proper fractions by whole numbers  



 
 

• identify the value of each digit to three decimal places and multiply and 
divide numbers by 10, 100 and 1000 where the answers are up to three 
decimal place 

• multiply one-digit numbers with up to two decimal places by whole 
numbers 

• use written division methods in cases where the answer has up to two 
decimal 

• places 
• solve problems which require answers to be rounded to specified 

degrees of accuracy 
• recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and 

percentages. 
Ratio and proportion  

• solve problems involving the relative sizes of two quantities where 
missing values can be found by using integer multiplication and division 
facts 

• solve problems involving the calculation of percentages [for example, of 
measures, and such as 15% of 360] and the use of percentages for 
comparison 

• solve problems involving similar shapes where the scale factor is known 
or can be found 

• solve problems involving unequal sharing and grouping using knowledge 
of fractions and multiples. 

Algebra  
• use simple formulae 
• generate and describe linear number sequences 
• express missing number problems algebraically 
• find pairs of numbers that satisfy an equation with two unknowns 
• enumerate possibilities of combinations of two variables. 

Measurement 
• solve problems involving the calculation and conversion of units of 

measure, using decimal notation up to three decimal places where 
appropriate 

• use, read, write and convert between standard units, converting 
measurements of length, mass, volume and time from a smaller unit of 
measure to a larger unit, and vice versa, using decimal notation to up to 
three decimal places 

• convert between miles and kilometres 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• recognise that shapes with the same areas can have different 
perimeters and vice versa 

• recognise when it is possible to use formulae for area and volume of 
shapes 

• calculate the area of parallelograms and triangles 
• calculate, estimate and compare volume of cubes and cuboids using 

standard units, including cubic centimetres (cm3) and cubic metres 
(m3), and extending to other units[for example, mm3 and km3]. 

Geometry 
Properties of shape: 

• draw 2-D shapes using given dimensions and angles 
• recognise, describe and build simple 3-D shapes, including making nets 
• compare and classify geometric shapes based on their properties and 

sizes and find unknown angles in any triangles, quadrilaterals, and 
regular polygons 

• illustrate and name parts of circles, including radius, diameter and 
circumference and know that the diameter is twice the radius 

• recognise angles where they meet at a point, are on a straight line, or 
are vertically opposite, and find missing angles. 

 
Position and direction: 

• describe positions on the full coordinate grid (all four quadrants) 
• draw and translate simple shapes on the coordinate plane and reflect 

them in the axes. 
Statistics 

• interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs and use these to solve 
problems 

• calculate and interpret the mean as an average. 



 
 

 
Examples of formal written methods for addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division: 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 



 
 

Mathematics: Daily Arithmetic Practice 

Fluency in the recall of key number facts is a crucial aspect of expected standard and underpins 
much of the mathematics curriculum. Without this fluency, children are hindered in moving on in 
many areas of the curriculum, which rely on a good grasp of number. They will not meet expected 
standard and will struggle to cope with basic assessments.  

At South Park Primary School, every class from Years 1-6 have a short daily arithmetic session, where we 
practise number facts for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Please do also support your 
child in their learning of these facts. The expectations for multiplication and division facts are laid out 
below. There are also some websites and games, which may help.  

 

Year 
Group Expectation 

1  Count in 2s, 5s and 10s from zero 

2 
 Count in 3s from zero 
 Recall multiplication and division facts for the 2-, 5- and 10-

times tables 

3 
 Count in 4s, 8s, 50s and 100s from zero 
 Recall multiplication and division facts for the 3-, 4- and 8-times 

tables 

4 
 Count in 6s, 7s, 9s, 25s and 1000s 
 Recall multiplication and division facts for the 6, 7-, 9-, 11- and 

12-times tables 

5 
 Recall prime numbers up to 19 
 Recognise and use square numbers 
 Find all factor pairs of a number and common factors of two 

numbers 

6 
 Recall equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and 

percentages 
 Convert measurements (length, mass, volume and time) from 

smaller units of measure to larger and vice-versa 
 



 
 

Websites: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd2f7nb/articles/zn2y7nb 

Learn and practise: 

• Times tables 
• Addition and subtraction 
• Multiplication and division 
• Fractions and decimals 
• Ratio and proportion 
• Shapes and measurement 
• Algebra and statistics 
• Place value 

Websites to practise times tables 
 http://www.transum.org/Tables/Times_Tables.asp  

– Tables Master 

– Beat the Clock 

– Expedite 

– Times Square 

– Grid Arithmetic 

– Hard Times 
 

 https://tablestest.com/  

IXL Practise Maths – select year group and to practise maths skills from the many listed 
https://uk.ixl.com/?partner=google&campaign=57501665&adGroup=2207168585&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1Yj
vgP6E3AIVC6FRCh360gRGEAEYASAAEgI0N_D_BwE 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd2f7nb/articles/zn2y7nb
http://www.transum.org/Tables/Times_Tables.asp
https://tablestest.com/
https://uk.ixl.com/?partner=google&campaign=57501665&adGroup=2207168585&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1YjvgP6E3AIVC6FRCh360gRGEAEYASAAEgI0N_D_BwE
https://uk.ixl.com/?partner=google&campaign=57501665&adGroup=2207168585&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1YjvgP6E3AIVC6FRCh360gRGEAEYASAAEgI0N_D_BwE

