
 
 

What your child 
should be able to do 
by the end of Year 3 

 
 
 
 
 



Our Values 
Self-belief 
Perseverance 
Pride 
Success 
 
At South Park Primary School, we aspire to 
provide a school experience that: 

• Is stimulating, secure, safe and supportive, 

allowing all children to reach their potential. 

• Develops children’s personalities, talents, 

academic and physical abilities, so that they 

self-motivated independent learners.  

• Offers a wide range of activities through 

exciting and varied curriculum, enriching 

children’s everyday experiences. 

• Teaches our children to recognise, respect, 

value and celebrate the diverse cultures of the 

school and the wider community. 

• Prepares all the children to live and act 

responsibly now and in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 



The purpose of this booklet is to give parents a better idea of 
what their child should be aiming towards by the end of the 
school year in July. 
 
At the age of 7 and 8, your child will be in Year 3. Year 3 is the 
first of four years in Key Stage Two.  
 
The following are areas that most children should be able to 
do at the end of Year 3. Some children will exceed with these 
areas and some will not progress as quickly. It is important to 
communicate with your child’s teacher if you have any 
queries about any of the areas contained in this booklet. 
 
English is separated into Reading (word reading); Reading 
(comprehension); Writing (spelling); Writing (composition); 
Writing (vocabulary, punctuation & grammar) and 
Handwriting. 
 
Contents: 

• Yearly curriculum overview 

• Mathematics 

• English  

- Reading 

- Writing (spelling; composition and grammar; 

handwriting) 

 

• Useful websites 

 
 

 



 



 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Maths 
 
 
 
By the end of Year 3, most children should be able to: 

• Read and write numbers up to 1000 and put them in order, 
knowing what each digit is worth. 

• Count on or back in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100 from any 
number under 1000, e.g. 462, 562, 662  

• Find 10 or 100 more or less of a number 

• Recognise the value of each digit in a 3-digit number 

• Add and subtract mentally a 3-digit number with a ones; a 
3-digit number with a tens and a 3-digit number with a 
hundreds, e.g. 102 + 7; 102 + 17; 102 + 200 

• Add and subtract up to 3-digits using a written method, 
e.g. using ‘columns’ 

• Know by heart the 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 times tables, up to  
x 10 

• Do simple divisions, such as 27 divided by 5 

• Count up and down in tenths 

• Find simple fractions, such as ½, ⅓, ¼, ⅕, ⅖, ⅛, ⅜ of shapes 
and numbers 

• Add and subtract fractions where the denominator is the 
same, e.g. 5/7 + 1/7 = 6/7 

• Tell the time to the nearest minute on 12-hour and 24-
hour clocks 



• Know the number of seconds in a minute and the number 
of days in each month, year and leap year 

• Use £.p. e.g. know that £2.04 is £2 and 4p 

• Add and subtract amounts of money 

• Solve simple number problems and explain how to work 
them out 

• Recognise right angles and lines of symmetry in simple 
shapes 

• Identify horizontal and vertical lines and pairs of 
perpendicular and parallel lines 

• Explain and interpret bar charts, pictograms and tables 

• Answer questions such as ‘How many more?’ and ‘How 
many fewer?’ when looking at charts and tables 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SOUTH PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL TIMES TABLES EXPECTATIONS  
 What am I expected to learn each year? 

 

Year Group Expectation 

1 • Count in 2s, 5s and 10s from zero  

2 
• Count in 3s from zero  
• Recall multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 

times tables  

3 
• Count in 4s, 8s, 50s and 100s from zero  
• Recall multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 

times tables  

4 
• Count in 6s, 7s, 9s, 25s and 1000s  
• Recall multiplication and division facts for the 6, 7, 9, 11 and 

12 times tables  

5 
• Recall prime numbers up to 19  
• Recognise and use square numbers  
• Find all factor pairs of a number and common factors of two 

numbers  

6 
• Recall equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and 

percentages  
• Convert measurements (length, mass, volume and time) 

from smaller units of measure to larger and vice-versa  

 
 
 
 
 



English 
 
By the end of Year 3, most children should be working 
towards the following end of Year 4 expectations: 
 
Reading (word reading) 

• Apply knowledge of root words (e.g. teach, catch), 
prefixes (e.g. un, inter, sub) and suffixes (e.g ation,ly)  
to read aloud and to understand meaning 

• Read further words that do not follow spelling rules 

• Children should be able to read fluently and for pleasure 
and should read at least 5 times per week for 30 minutes, 
with someone at home.  

• A reading record is a book that your child will bring home 
to record the books they are reading. An adult, who has 
heard the child read, should make a comment in the space 
provided and sign the record weekly. You could comment 
on how well your child read, their enjoyment of the text, 
whether they are struggling with any particular words and 
how well they have understood the text.  
 

Reading (comprehension) 

• Identify and make notes of the main points of section(s) of 
text 

• Infer characters' feelings in fiction and consequences in 
logical explanations 

• Identify how different texts are organised, including 
reference texts, magazines and leaflets 

• Build a store of vocabulary as they read for meaning 

• Explore how different texts appeal to readers using varied 
sentence structures and descriptive language 



• Share and compare reasons for reading preferences, 
extending the range of books read 

• Empathise with characters and debate moral dilemmas 
portrayed in texts 

• Begin to identify features that writers use to provoke 
readers' reactions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Writing (composition) 

• Use beginning, middle and end to write stories in which 
events are sequenced logically and conflicts resolved 

• In stories, create settings, characters and plot 

• Write simple non-fiction texts using structures of different 
text-types, for example, headings and sub-headings 

• Use layout for different purposes 
 
Writing (vocabulary, punctuation & grammar) 

• Understand and use the plural and possessive ‘s’, e.g. 
there were two babies in the pushchair (plural); the 
babies’ pushchair was left outside (possessive). 

• Use commas to mark clauses, and use the apostrophe for 
possession, as well as consistent use of other sentence 
punctuation such as capital letters, full stops and question 
marks. 

• Use correct standard English in writing, e.g. ‘we were’ 
instead of ‘we was’. 

• Organise text into paragraphs to distinguish between 
different information, events or processes. 

• Include greater detail with adjectives, e.g. ‘the teacher’ 
changed to ‘the strict Maths teacher …’ 

• Use inverted commas to mark direct speech. 
 
Writing (handwriting) 

• Write with consistency in the size and proportion of letters 
and spacing within and between words, using the correct 
formation of handwriting joins 

• Throughout the school, Penpals for Writing will 
be used. This is a scheme which will start from 
the foundations of forming letters and progress 



to writing in a joined, legible way by the time children 
leave the school.  

 
Writing (spelling) 

• Use more prefixes and suffixes, understanding how to add 
them to root words 

• Spell more homophones and near-homophones (e.g. 
mist/missed, accept/except, heel/heal/he’ll) 

• Place the possessive apostrophe in plural words (e.g. girls’, 
boys’, children’s) 

• Use the first two or three words to look up a spelling in a 
dictionary 

• From years 2 to 6, the school is using a scheme called No 
Nonsense Spelling to enhance the children’s ability to spell 
common words and more unfamiliar words. Below, is an 
image of some of the strategies we will use to help the 
children when learning to spell. We also use the word lists 
set out by the government, which you can find at the back 
of this booklet.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



The words below are for children to begin learning in Year 3 and 
improved upon in Year 4. 
 
Words your child should be able to understand and work towards 
spelling by the end of Year 4 (please remember that not all children 
will be able to spell every word, but should be working towards these 
by the end of Year 4): 

 
Requirements Example words 

Adding the suffixes ‘ing’, 
‘er’, ‘ed’ 

Forgetting, forgotten, beginning, 
beginner, prefer, preferred 

The sound ‘y’ in the 
middle of words 

myth, gym, Egypt, pyramid, mystery 

The sound ‘ou’ young, touch, double, trouble, 
country 

The prefixes ‘dis’, ‘mis’ disappoint, disagree, disobey 
misbehave, mislead, misspell 

The prefix ‘in’ inactive, incorrect 

The prefix ‘il’ illegal, illegible 
The prefix ‘im’ immature, immortal, impossible, 

impatient, imperfect 

The prefix ‘ir’ irregular, irrelevant, irresponsible 
The prefix ‘re’ redo, refresh, return, reappear, 

redecorate 
The prefix ‘sub’ subdivide, subheading, submerge 

The prefix ‘inter’ interact, intercity, international 
The prefix ‘super’ supermarket, superman, superstar 

The prefix ‘anti’ antiseptic, antisocial, anti-clockwise 
The prefix ‘auto’ autograph, autobiography 

The suffix ‘ation’ information, adoration, sensation, 
preparation, admiration 

The suffix ‘ly’ sadly, completely, finally, usually 
happily, angrily 
gently, simply, humbly, nobly 
basically, frantically, dramatically 



The endings ‘sure’, ‘ture’ measure, treasure, pleasure 
creature, furniture, picture, nature 

The ending ‘sion’ division, invasion, confusion, decision 
The suffix ‘ous’ dangerous, famous, various, 

enormous, serious, curious, obvious 
The sound ‘k’ spelt as 
‘ch’ 

chorus, scheme, chemist, echo, 
character 

The sound spelt as ‘ch’ 
(French) 

chalet, chef, machine 

The sounds spelt as ‘gue’ 
and ‘que’ 

league, tongue, unique, antique 

The sound ‘sc’ science, scene, fascinate, crescent 
The sound spelt ‘ei’, 
‘eigh’, ‘ey’ 

vein, weigh, eight, neighbour, they, 
obey 

Possessive apostrophe girls’, boys’, babies’, children’s, men’s, 
mice’s 

Homophones & near-
homophones 

Accept/except, affect/effect, 
ball/bawl, brake/break, grate/great, 
plain/plane, peace/piece, scene/seen, 
whose/who’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 



Helpful websites: 
 
www.sumdog.co.uk  
 
www.mymaths.co.uk  
 
www.oxfordowl.co.uk 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/national_curriculum_key_st
ages/ 

www.topmarks.co.uk  

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
 
www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

 

www.ttrockstars.com 
 

http://www.sumdog.co.uk/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/national_curriculum_key_stages/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/national_curriculum_key_stages/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

