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do by the end of 

Year 4 

 
 

 



 
 

Our Values 
Self-belief 

Perseverance 

Pride 

Success 

 

At South Park Primary School, we aspire to 

provide a school experience that: 

• Is stimulating, secure, safe and supportive, 

allowing all children to reach their potential. 

• Develops children’s personalities, talents, 

academic and physical abilities, so that they self-

motivated independent learners.  

• Offers a wide range of activities through exciting 

and varied curriculum, enriching children’s 

everyday experiences. 

• Teaches our children to recognise, respect, value 

and celebrate the diverse cultures of the school 

and the wider community. 

• Prepares all the children to live and act 

responsibly now and in the future.  

 

 

 



 
 

The purpose of this book is to give parents a better 

idea of what their child should be aiming towards, by 

the end of the school year. It also suggests some 

ideas, of how you could support your child’s learning 

at home. 

The expectations outlined are ones that most children 

should be able to do by the end of the year. Some 

children will exceed these expectations and some will 

not progress as quickly. It is important to speak with 

your child’s teacher, if you have any queries about 

any of the areas contained in this book.  

 

Contents: 

• Yearly curriculum overview 

• English  

- Reading 

- Writing (spelling; composition and grammar; 

handwriting) 

• Mathematics 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

English 
By the end of Year 4, most children should be able to: 

Reading  

Pupils should be taught to: 

• develop positive attitudes to reading, and an understanding of what they 

read, by: 

• listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, 

non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 

• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for 

a range of purposes 

• using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have 

read 

• increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including 

fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally 

• identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

• preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, 

showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and 

action 

• discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest 

and imagination 

• recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free 

verse, narrative poetry] 

• understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by: 

• checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their 

understanding, and explaining the meaning of words in context 

• asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 



 
 

• drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts 

and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with 

evidence 

• predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 

• identifying main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph and 

summarising these 

• identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute 

to meaning 

• retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

• participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and 

those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what 

others say 

 

 

Writing   

Pupils should be taught to: 

• plan their writing by: 

• discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write 

in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and 

grammar 

• discussing and recording ideas 

• draft and write by: 

• composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), 

progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an 

increasing range of sentence structures   

• organising paragraphs around a theme 

• in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

• in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for 

example, headings and sub-headings] 



 
 

• evaluate and edit by: 

• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and 

suggesting improvements 

• proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve 

consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences 

• proofread for spelling and punctuation errors 

• read their own writing aloud to a group or the whole class, using 

appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the 

meaning is clear 

Handwriting 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters 

and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best 

left unjoined 

• increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, [for 

example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and 

equidistant, and that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the 

ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch] 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

How can you help your child with reading at home? 
Please encourage your child to: 
- express opinions about plots, characters, settings and language in books 
- recognise and discuss issues and themes 
- evaluate the behaviours and personalities of characters 
- refer back to the text for evidence in order to justify opinions and 
conclusions 
- understand the elements of story structures: opening event, cause and 
effect, action-reaction, climax and resolution 
- predict what might happen next in the story and say why 
- explain the content of a passage/text 
- make inferences and deductions where things are not explicitly stated 
- discuss alternative meanings of words 
- understand the difference between figurative and literal language 
- identify how and why a character changes in the course of a story 
-  be aware of an author’s style, use of language and purpose 
- understand and make use of structural devices for organising information, 
e.g. contents, headings, captions and index 
- vary reading speed according to purpose 
- skim a text to get the gist of the content 
- scan a text to locate information 
- tell the difference between fact and opinion 
- consistently use more than one strategy when dealing with unfamiliar 
words e.g. phonics, reading on or back, syllabification (breaking of words 
into syllables e.g. yes-ter-day) etc 
- recognise inconsistencies in phonic patterns and that some letters do not 
always produce a sound themselves 
- self-correct when meaning is lost 
- use knowledge of word order and the structure of written language to 
confirm or check meaning 
- be enthusiastic about reading 
- explain and justify personal preferences 
- read and recognise a variety of genres and understand their main 
characteristics 
- to compare and contrast works by the same and different authors 

 
 
 



 
 

 
Questions to ask when reading with your child: 
 

- Why do you think the author wrote that? 
- What do you think he/she meant by that? 
- Which word makes you think that…? 
- How do the words here make you feel? 
- Why do you think that part is repeated? 
- What effect does the rhyme have on…? 
- When did the story change? 
- How do you know that change was going to happen? 
- Why are there two kinds of pictures/photographs etc? 
- How do you use the index/glossary/contents page to help you find out 

the information? 
- What do you like/dislike about the story and why? 
- Which was the best/funniest/saddest part? 
- What is the main purpose of the text? 
- What do you think the writer felt about…? 
- When the writer says… how does that make you feel? 
- Does this book remind you of another that you have read? If so, which 

one and why? 
- Who is the main character in the story and in what way are they 

traditional? 
- Do you know any other books by the same author? 
- What other books can you think of that have the same setting or 

message? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Year 4 – Recommended Reading List 



 
 

   



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

Mathematics 



 
 

National Curriculum – Year 4  

Year 4 
Number 

Number and place value: 

• count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1,000 

• find 1,000 more or less than a given number 

• count backwards through 0 to include negative numbers 

• recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (1,000s, 
100s, 10s, and 1s) 

• order and compare numbers beyond 1,000 

• identify, represent and estimate numbers using different 
representations 

• round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000 

• solve number and practical problems that involve all of the above and 
with increasingly large positive numbers 

• read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that over time, the 
numeral system changed to include the concept of 0 and place value 

Addition and subtraction: 

• add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using the formal written 
methods of columnar addition and subtraction where appropriate 

• estimate and use inverse operations to check answers to a calculation 

• solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in contexts, deciding 
which operations and methods to use and why 

Multiplication and division: 

• recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 
× 12 

• use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide 
mentally, including: multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing by 1; multiplying 
together 3 numbers 

• recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental calculations 

• multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit number using 
formal written layout 

• solve problems involving multiplying and adding, including using the 
distributive law to multiply two-digit numbers by 1 digit, integer scaling 
problems and harder correspondence problems such as n objects are 
connected to m objects 



 
 

Fractions (including decimals): 

• recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common equivalent 
fractions 

• count up and down in hundredths; recognise that hundredths arise 
when dividing an object by 100 and dividing tenths by 10 

• solve problems involving increasingly harder fractions to calculate 
quantities, and fractions to divide quantities, including non-unit 
fractions where the answer is a whole number 

• add and subtract fractions with the same denominator 

• recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or 
hundreds 

• recognise and write decimal equivalents to   ,   ,   

• find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit number by 10 and 100, 
identifying the value of the digits in the answer as ones, tenths and 
hundredths 

• round decimals with 1 decimal place to the nearest whole number 

• compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to 2 
decimal places 

• solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions and 
decimals to 2 decimal places 

Measurement 

• convert between different units of measure [for example, kilometre to 
metre; hour to minute] 

• measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure (including 
squares) in centimetres and metres 

• find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares 

• estimate, compare and calculate different measures, including money in 
pounds and pence 

• read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12- and 24-
hour clocks 

• solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes, minutes to 
seconds, years to months, weeks to days 

Geometry - properties of shapes 

• compare and classify geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and 
triangles, based on their properties and sizes 

• identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and order angles up to 2 
right angles by size 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• identify lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes presented in different 
orientations 

• complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a specific line of 
symmetry 

Geometry - position and direction 

• describe positions on a 2-D grid as coordinates in the first quadrant 

• describe movements between positions as translations of a given unit to 
the left/right and up/down 

• plot specified points and draw sides to complete a given polygon 

Statistics 

• interpret and present discrete and continuous data using appropriate 
graphical methods, including bar charts and time graphs 

• solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information 
presented in bar charts, pictograms, tables and other graphs 



 
 

Mathematics: Arithmetic Practice 

Fluency in the recall of key number facts is a crucial aspect of expected standard and underpins 

much of the mathematics curriculum. Without this fluency, children are hindered in moving on in 

many areas of the curriculum, which rely on a good grasp of number. They will not meet expected 

standard and will struggle to cope with basic assessments.  

At South Park Primary School, every class from Years 1-6 have a short daily arithmetic session, where we 

practise number facts for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Please do also support your 

child in their learning of these facts. The expectations for multiplication and division facts are laid out 

below. There are also some websites and games, which may help.  

 

Year 
Group 

Expectation 

1 ▪ Count in 2s, 5s and 10s from zero 

2 
▪ Count in 3s from zero 
▪ Recall multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 times 

tables 

3 
▪ Count in 4s, 8s, 50s and 100s from zero 
▪ Recall multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 times 

tables 

4 
▪ Count in 6s, 7s, 9s, 25s and 1000s 
▪ Recall multiplication and division facts for the 6, 7, 9, 11 and 12 

times tables 

5 

▪ Recall prime numbers up to 19 
▪ Recognise and use square numbers 
▪ Find all factor pairs of a number and common factors of two 

numbers 

6 

▪ Recall equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and 
percentages 

▪ Convert measurements (length, mass, volume and time) from 
smaller units of measure to larger and vice-versa 

 



 
 

  

Websites: 

Websites to practise addition and subtraction facts  

▪ IXL Practise Maths – select year group and to practise maths skills from the many listed 

https://uk.ixl.com/?partner=google&campaign=57501665&adGroup=2207168585&gclid=EAIaIQobChM

I1YjvgP6E3AIVC6FRCh360gRGEAEYASAAEgI0N_D_BwE 

 

Websites to practise times tables 
▪ http://www.transum.org/Tables/Times_Tables.asp  

▪ https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

▪ Tables Master 

▪ Beat the Clock 

▪ Expedite 

▪ Times Square 

▪ Grid Arithmetic 

▪ Hard Times 

▪ https://tablestest.com/  

▪ www.ttrockstars.com   

▪ https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/multiplication-tables-check 

The above website details the National Times table test. This will be carried out in June 2026. There will nbe 

an opportunity to discuss this in more detail during parent consultations. 

IXL Practise Maths – select year group and to practise maths skills from the many listed 

https://uk.ixl.com/?partner=google&campaign=57501665&adGroup=2207168585&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1Yj

vgP6E3AIVC6FRCh360gRGEAEYASAAEgI0N_D_BwE 

https://uk.ixl.com/?partner=google&campaign=57501665&adGroup=2207168585&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1YjvgP6E3AIVC6FRCh360gRGEAEYASAAEgI0N_D_BwE
https://uk.ixl.com/?partner=google&campaign=57501665&adGroup=2207168585&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1YjvgP6E3AIVC6FRCh360gRGEAEYASAAEgI0N_D_BwE
http://www.transum.org/Tables/Times_Tables.asp
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://tablestest.com/
http://www.ttrockstars.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/multiplication-tables-check
https://uk.ixl.com/?partner=google&campaign=57501665&adGroup=2207168585&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1YjvgP6E3AIVC6FRCh360gRGEAEYASAAEgI0N_D_BwE
https://uk.ixl.com/?partner=google&campaign=57501665&adGroup=2207168585&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1YjvgP6E3AIVC6FRCh360gRGEAEYASAAEgI0N_D_BwE

