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South Park Primary School 
Homework Policy 

Aims and objectives 

We believe that effectively planned homework will enable children to further develop skills that they will use 
throughout their lives, such as accountability, autonomy, time management, critical thinking and independent 
problem solving. We recognise that the needs of individual children may vary and therefore, we endeavour to 
make homework suitable for all pupils across the school. 
 
The aims of this policy are to: 
 

• Ensure a consistent approach to homework and home activities throughout the school; 

• Ensure that teachers, parents and pupils have a clear understanding regarding expectations for homework; 

• Ensure that teachers, parents and pupils are fully aware of the role they play with regard to homework; 

• Ensure that homework extends and supports learning; 

• Ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility. 
 
Purpose of homework 
 
Learning at home is an essential part of a good education. Homework activities are important and should 
provide children the opportunity to practise at home the work completed in class and further develop their 
understanding and knowledge of topics covered at school. It encourages the development of confidence, self-
discipline, independency in their learning and the organisational skill pupils need to study on their own, thus 
preparing them for the requirements of secondary school. 
 
Homework activities are an important part of home/school partnership and help keep parents informed of the 
learning taking place in school. They also provide opportunities for parents and their children to work together. 

Special Educational Needs 
 
Whilst it is important that children with a special educational need do as much in common with other children in 
the class, there will be occasions when it is more appropriate for them to do work which addresses their 
individual needs. Wherever possible this should be linked to their Education Health Care Plans and should give 
plenty of opportunity for pupils to succeed. Consideration should be given by the class teacher as to whether the 
amount of time spent on homework may differ to that of the rest of the year group. 
 
Role of the school 

• To provide parents and carers with a clear policy regarding homework activities; 

• To ensure that this policy is fully and consistently followed; 

• To provide support for parents and carers with information about homework activities and guidance on how 
to complete tasks where required; 

• To provide homework that is stimulating, challenging, varied and adapted to the needs and skills of the 
children. 

Role of the teacher 

• To carefully plan and set a programme of homework that provides children with opportunities to practice, 
consolidate or apply knowledge and skills; 

• To ensure that homework is appropriate to the needs of the child; 

• To ensure homework activities on My Maths are set weekly. 

• To ensure that all children understand the homework by discussing these in class beforehand; 

• To ensure that children who do not have access to the internet at home are provided with paper copies; 

• To inform families if there is a problem regarding their child’s engagement with homework. 
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Role of parents and carers 

We recognise the positive impact that families can have when supporting children with homework and that the 
type of support may change as children progress through the school.  
 
It is our hope that families will: 
 

• Encourage, praise and motivate children to complete their homework; 

• Encourage children to try their best; 

• Provide somewhere peaceful for children to work without the distraction of television, other family members 
and/or pets; 

• Provide a suitable place, equipped with a comfortable chair, clear table space and good lighting; 

• Provide support to children when they require it; 

• Support the school in explaining that homework is valued and aids learning; 

• Be actively involved in homework, especially with younger children, talking and discussing it together;  

• Communicate with staff if there are any issues with the homework; 

• Sign the Reading Record when the child reads at home. 
 

Role of children 
 
As children progress through the school, they will be encouraged to have more responsibility for completing 
homework. Younger children may need support to organise and complete homework. However, by Year 6 and 
in readiness for Secondary School, we encourage children to be responsible for: 
 

• Being organised and ensuring that they have everything they need to complete homework; 

• Ensuring that they understand the tasks set and inform their teacher if they do not; 

• Putting in the same level of effort as would be expected of class work; 

• Tackling homework activities promptly and with a positive attitude; 

• Asking for help, from their teacher, if they are not sure what is expected of them;  

• Taking responsibility for handing homework activities in on time. 

 
What parents and carers should expect to receive 
 
Children in Reception to Years 6 will have a homework activities sheet sent home once a half term, which 
details all the activities children can complete. The homework activities sheet can also be found on the school’s 
website.  
 
Expectations 

It is expected that children complete the English and maths homework on a weekly basis that consists of 
reading to an adult every night for at least 20 minutes and in years 1 to 6, completing the MyMaths activities 
that will be set on the MyMaths programme by the class teacher.  
 
From the other suggested homework activities, children must choose at least one activity to complete and bring 
in into school on the date detailed on the homework sheet. 
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Type of activities 
 
Homework in Reception 
 
Learning together is the emphasis for children in reception. Children will receive a homework sheet once every 
half term. The activities on this sheet are centred on parents working with their child and cover many areas of 
the EYFS curriculum. The homework sheet will also include useful websites; places to visit linked the half terms 
work in class and suggested reading. The activities are Literacy based with a strong emphasis on reading 
together. It is an ideal time to lay the foundations for continuing work at home. 
 

Reading 
 
Reading on a regular basis is 
vital for all children.  
 
Children will bring their reading 
books home every evening and 
the role of the adult is to listen 
and support them.  
 
It is important to remind children 
to use different strategies to 
read new words, sounding out 
the word, looking at the pictures 
and looking for words within 
words are ways in which the 
child can read an unknown 
word.  
 
Just as important is discussing 
the book to check that the child 
has understood what they have 
read. 
 
Children will have a reading 
record that parents/carers 
should sign or comment in each 
time they read with their child. 
Teachers will take any 
comments written by parents 
into account when changing 
their reading books.  

 
When your child has moved on 
to ditty books in their phonics 
lesson, RWInc books will be 
sent home weekly, alongside the 
sounds that have been taught in 
class. The book will contain the 
graphemes and phonemes 
taught, enabling children to 
consolidate their learning at 
home.  
 
 

Common Exception Words 
 
Children will have daily phonics 
lessons in reception. In addition to 
this, children are taught to read and 
write the Common Exception 
Words. These are printed in the 
middle of the reading records. 
 
It is vital that children build up a 
bank of words that they can read 
and spell on sight.  
 
Parents can help children to learn 
these by practising them regularly 
and often. Children will often 
receive the same words again in 
order to practise them further. 
Children should have the 
opportunity to practice their words 
frequently. 

 

Tapestry Challenges 

 
The reception team will often 
upload tapestry challenges to be 
completed at home. These 
challenges will be linked to what the 
children have learnt, or will be 
learning at school.  
 
There are a range of activities 
which may be set, such as: 
collecting autumn items, taking 
photos of items which include 
numbers, finding objects starting 
with a sound learn in phonics etc.  

Library 
 
Reception children visit the school 
library once a week. During their 
visit they will select a book of their 
choice to read with an adult at 
home, for pleasure. 

 
Parents are encouraged to read to 
their children as often as possible. 
Parents should encourage children 
to point to words as they are being 
read. Discussion about the book, 
the story and the pictures are also 
important to develop a zest for 
reading, as well as developing 
children’s language and 
vocabulary. 
 
Discussing the story and the 
characters and asking questions 
about the book will help with the 
children’s understanding of 
language. 

 

Maths 
Number facts 
  
Children will be provided with 
additional homework to support 
their number facts knowledge, 
starting in the spring term. 

 
By the end of reception, children 
should: 
• automatically recall number 

bonds up to 5 (including 
subtraction facts)  

This means they should know how 
to make each number, for example 
5 can be made by 0+5, 1+4, 2+3, 
3+2, 4+1, 5+0, 6-1, 10-5 etc. 
 

• know some number bonds to 
10, including double facts. 

This means they should know how 
to make 10 using 2 one-digit 
numbers, 1+9, 2+8, 5+5 etc.  
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Homework in Key Stage One (Years 1 & 2) 
 
For children in Years 1 and 2 we encourage parents to work together with their child to support them with their 
homework. Children will receive a homework sheet once every half term. The activities on this sheet are centred 
on parents working with their child and cover all areas of the curriculum including English, maths, science and 
foundation subjects. 
 
The homework sheet will also include useful websites; places to visit linked the half terms work in class and 
suggested reading.  

 
Reading 
 
Reading on a regular basis is 
vital for all children.  
 
Children will bring their reading 
books home every evening and 
the role of the adult is to listen 
and support them.  
 
It is important to remind 
children to use different 
strategies to read new words, 
sounding out the word, looking 
at the pictures and looking for 
words within words are ways in 
which the child can read an 
unknown word.  
 
Just as important is discussing 
the book to check that the child 
has understood what they have 
read. 
 
Children will have a reading 
record that parents/carers 
should sign or comment in 
each time they read with the 
child. Teachers will take any 
comments written by parents 
into account when changing 
their reading books.  

 
RWInc books will be sent home 
weekly, alongside the sounds 
that have been taught in class. 
The book will contain the 
graphemes and phonemes 
taught, enabling children to 
consolidate their learning at 
home.  

 
Library 
Children visit the school library 
once a week. During their visit, 
they will select a book of their 
choice to read with an adult at 
home, for pleasure.  
 

Common Exception Words 
 
Children will have daily phonics 
lessons in Years 1 and 2. Once a 
child has finished the RWInc 
programme they will begin GPS 
lessons. In addition to this, 
children are taught to read and 
write the Common Exception 
Words. These are printed in the 
middle of the reading records. 
 
It is vital that children build up a 
bank of words that they can read 
and spell on sight.  
 
Parents can help children to learn 
these by practising them regularly 
and often. Children will often 
receive the same words again in 
order to practise them further. 
Children should have the 
opportunity to practice their words 
frequently.  
 

Maths 
 
MyMaths activities are set on a 
weekly basis and will be linked to 
what the children have been learning 
in maths.  
 
There are also many maths games on 
Sumdog that children will be 
encouraged to play at home. 
 
Parents can support their child by 
giving them many opportunities to 
practise key skills. 
 
Number facts and multiplication 
tables 
Children should regularly practise 
number facts and times tables. 
Suggested activities and websites will 
be detailed on homework sheets. 
 
Expectation for learning number facts 
and times tables are in Maths 
Passports: 
Year 1- 2, 5 and 10 times tables 
Children are expected to be able to 
count in 2’s’5’s and 10’s 
Year 2  - 2, 5 and 10 times tables 
Children are expected to know the 
multiplication and division facts 
 

• Children should know their 
number bonds of all numbers up 
to 20. This means they should 
know how to make each number, 
for example 5 can be made by 
0+5, 1+4, 2+3, 3+2, 4+1, 5+0 

• Children should be able to tell the 
time when it is o’clock, half past, 
quarter to and quarter past on 
digital and analogue clocks. 

• Children should be confident 
when using money. They should 
know the names of the coins and 
they should have experience of 
adding, taking away and finding 
change. 

Science and foundation 
subjects 

 
Homework activities will be linked 
to work being completed in class.  
 
It could take many forms; finding 
out information, preparing a talk, 
completing a piece of research, 
conducting an interview or making 
artefacts. 
 
The nature of this work may be 
more open ended than in other 
areas. 
 
Websites will be provided to 
support the homework activities 
where necessary. 

Websites used to support homework activities: 
www.purplemash.com  
www.sumdog.com  
www.mymaths.co.uk  

http://www.purplemash.com/
http://www.sumdog.com/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
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Homework in Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to 6) 
 
As children get older, homework provides an opportunity for them to develop the skill of independent learning. It 
is important that parents support their children but good habits of independent study should be encouraged. 
 
The focus for homework in Key Stage 2 continues to be English and maths, however, children will be given 
tasks that are more varied in other areas of the curriculum. As with KS1, children will receive a homework sheet 
once every half term. The activities on this sheet cover all areas of the curriculum including English, maths, 
science and foundation subjects. 
 
The homework sheet will also include useful websites; places to visit linked the half terms work in class and 
suggested reading.  
 

Reading 
 
Children may read to an adult, with 
an adult or read to themselves in 
the presence of an adult. The story 
and characters should be talked 
about and new words discussed. 
Older children need a clear 
understanding of the story that 
sometimes will go beyond the 
literal meaning of the text.  
 
Children will progressively read 
texts that are more detailed and 
will take longer to read. They 
should be encouraged to read all 
types of texts including non-fiction.   
 
Children in Key Stage 2 will visit 
the school library once a week 
where they will have the 
opportunity to change their book. 
 
Children are responsible for filling 
in their reading record when they 
have finished reading a book and 
making sure it is in school every 
day. The class teacher will always 
check a child’s reading record 
book before a new book is chosen. 
 

Maths 
 
MyMaths activities are set on a 
weekly basis and will be linked to 
what the children will be learning in 
class. 
 
There are also many maths games 
on Sumdog that children will be 
encouraged to play at home. 
 
Multiplication tables 
Children should regularly practise 
times tables. Suggested activities 
and websites will be detailed on 
homework sheets. 
 
Expectation for learning number 
facts and times tables are in Maths 
Passports: 
Year 3 - 3, 4 and 8 times tables 
Children are expected to know the 
multiplication and division facts 
Year 4 - By the end of Year 4 
children should be able to recall 
multiplication and division facts up 
to 12 x 12. 
 
Children should refer to their times 
tables passport to know what 
times tables they should be 
working on.  
 

Science and foundation 
subjects 

 
Homework activities will be linked 
to work being completed in class.  
 
It could take many forms; finding 
out information, preparing a talk, 
completing a piece of research, 
conducting an interview or making 
artefacts. 
 
The nature of this work may be 
more open ended than in other 
areas. 
 
Websites will be provided to 
support the homework activities 
where necessary. 

Websites used to support homework activities: 
www.purplemash.com  
www.sumdog.com  
www.mymaths.co.uk 

Feedback 

It is important that feedback is given to pupils and this is given in a number of ways: 

• Immediately by parents and carers; 

• Discussion in class; 

• Presentation of homework in class; 

• Sticker, stamp or bonus points to acknowledge the homework; 

• MyMaths and Sumdog activities are self-marked by the computer when children completed a task. Teachers 
review how children are progressing. 

 
Teachers are not expected to mark children’s homework. 

http://www.purplemash.com/
http://www.sumdog.com/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
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Teachers are interested to know how children carried out activities, whether they were too difficult or easy or if 
children found them interesting or boring. As with all school matters, parents and carers are invited to discuss 
any queries with their child’s class teacher or year group manager. 

Monitoring and evaluation 

This homework policy is shared with the school council who discuss the content in class and then feedback is 
considered. 

The policy is shared with all staff, with guidance given on how to create the homework sheets.  

The full policy will be available on-line for parents/ carers and governors to access. A summary of the main 
points of the policy will be shared with parents and carers via the newsletter. 

The policy and its implementation will be regularly reviewed and monitored by the Deputy Headteacher in 
charge of Homework.   


