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South Park Primary School
Homework Policy

Aims and objectives

We believe that effectively planned homework will enable children to further develop skills that they will use
throughout their lives, such as accountability, autonomy, time management, critical thinking and independent
problem solving. We recognise that the needs of individual children may vary and therefore, we endeavour to
make homework suitable for all pupils across the school.

The aims of this policy are to:

Ensure a consistent approach to homework and home activities throughout the school;

Ensure that teachers, parents and pupils have a clear understanding regarding expectations for homework;
Ensure that teachers, parents and pupils are fully aware of the role they play with regard to homework;
Ensure that homework extends and supports learning;

Ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility.

Purpose of homework

Learning at home is an essential part of a good education. Homework activities are important and should
provide children the opportunity to practise at home the work completed in class and further develop their
understanding and knowledge of topics covered at school. It encourages the development of confidence, self-
discipline, independency in their learning and the organisational skill pupils need to study on their own, thus
preparing them for the requirements of secondary school.

Homework activities are an important part of home/school partnership and help keep parents informed of the
learning taking place in school. They also provide opportunities for parents and their children to work together.

Special Educational Needs

Whilst it is important that children with a special educational need do as much in common with other children in
the class, there will be occasions when it is more appropriate for them to do work which addresses their
individual needs. Wherever possible this should be linked to their Education Health Care Plans and should give
plenty of opportunity for pupils to succeed. Consideration should be given by the class teacher as to whether the
amount of time spent on homework may differ to that of the rest of the year group.

Role of the school

e To provide parents and carers with a clear policy regarding homework activities;

e To ensure that this policy is fully and consistently followed;

e To provide support for parents and carers with information about homework activities and guidance on how
to complete tasks where required;

e To provide homework that is stimulating, challenging, varied and adapted to the needs and skills of the
children.

Role of the teacher

e To carefully plan and set a programme of homework that provides children with opportunities to practice,
consolidate or apply knowledge and skills;

To ensure that homework is appropriate to the needs of the child;

To ensure homework activities on My Maths are set weekly.

To ensure that all children understand the homework by discussing these in class beforehand;

To ensure that children who do not have access to the internet at home are provided with paper copies;
To inform families if there is a problem regarding their child’s engagement with homework.




Role of parents and carers

We recognise the positive impact that families can have when supporting children with homework and that the
type of support may change as children progress through the school.

It is our hope that families will:

e Encourage, praise and motivate children to complete their homework;

e Encourage children to try their best;

e Provide somewhere peaceful for children to work without the distraction of television, other family members
and/or pets;

Provide a suitable place, equipped with a comfortable chair, clear table space and good lighting;

Provide support to children when they require it;

Support the school in explaining that homework is valued and aids learning;

Be actively involved in homework, especially with younger children, talking and discussing it together;
Communicate with staff if there are any issues with the homework;

Sign the Reading Record when the child reads at home.

Role of children

As children progress through the school, they will be encouraged to have more responsibility for completing
homework. Younger children may need support to organise and complete homework. However, by Year 6 and
in readiness for Secondary School, we encourage children to be responsible for:

Being organised and ensuring that they have everything they need to complete homework;
Ensuring that they understand the tasks set and inform their teacher if they do not;

Putting in the same level of effort as would be expected of class work;

Tackling homework activities promptly and with a positive attitude;

Asking for help, from their teacher, if they are not sure what is expected of them;

Taking responsibility for handing homework activities in on time.

What parents and carers should expect to receive

Children in Reception to Years 6 will have a homework activities sheet sent home once a half term, which
details all the activities children can complete. The homework activities sheet can also be found on the school’s
website.

Expectations

It is expected that children complete the English and maths homework on a weekly basis that consists of
reading to an adult every night for at least 20 minutes and in years 1 to 6, completing the MyMaths activities
that will be set on the MyMaths programme by the class teacher.

From the other suggested homework activities, children must choose at least one activity to complete and bring
in into school on the date detailed on the homework sheet.
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celebrated in your class.

You must complete the maths and English homework on a weekly basis. From
the other suggested homework activities, please ensure you choose at least one
activity and bring it in to school by Monday 12* October where it will be

Maths

been learning in class.

The school username is: south14
The school password is: compass129
Your personal username is:

Your personal p is:

Please log onto MyMaths to complete the weekly homework set by your maths
teacher. There are also many games you can play to practise what you have

Here are the login details that you need to access www.mymaths.co.uk

on.

Number facts: Look at your times table passport to know what you are working

English

Reading

Please read at home every night to an adult and get them to sign your reading
record. When you have finish a book, you can write a comment about what you

thought about the book.

In English, you will be reading The Wreck of the Zanzibar by Michael Morpurgo.

You may wish to read other books by the same author.

Recommended reads:

Shadow

Why the Whales Came

Arthur: High King of Britain
Waiting for Anya

Useful websites

Local park

Science Museum

Key Vocabulary to learn:
Cheveux — hair

Dents - teeth Draw a picture

Epping Forest Lévre - lips of the body
Langue — tongue and label the

https://www bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z39i2hv Natural History Museum Joue - cheek different parts
https://www ks2history.com/shang-dynasty-guide » Corps — body in French
https://www .bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zryycdm British Museum Cou—neck Don't f . "
https://urbrainy.com/maths-games/year-5-age-9-10 Redbridee Museum Poitrine = chest :n orge
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Religion.html g Dos - back the ones you
https://www french-games.net, Local library Ventre - belly learnt last
www.stem.org.uk Doigt - finger year!
History Science

In History this half term, we are learning about the Shang Dynasty of Ancient China.

Find out about Chinese New Year and create a poster to
show what you have learnt. What Chinese Zodiac year

were you born in?

You could even draw or make your own Chinese dragon!
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Create a menu of traditional Chinese food and
present it in a fun way. You could have a go at
cooking a dish from your menu and eating it using
chopsticks!

Chinese writing and calligraphy is
beautiful and intricate. Write a
message or your name in Chinese
writing for display.

Make your own model of the Great Wall of China
or a Chinese temple.

e Look around your home and see how many different materials you can
find. Draw the items and label them with the correct materials.

e  https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/33255/suspende
d-ice watch the video clip and have a go at mixing together some of the
liquids suggested. What happens to them? Take photos of your

experiments.

e Find out more about Materials by using the internet or watch films from
the BBC archive https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zryycdm

Key Vocabulary to learn:

Material - what a thing is made or composed of e.g. wood, glass, fabric, metal

Thermal - heat

Properties — a characteristic or trait that you can use to describe matter
Conductor — a material that allows electricity or heat to flow through them easily
Insulator — a material that does not allow heat or electricity to pass through it
Reversible - a change that can be undone e.g. dissolving, melting and freezing
Irreversible - a permanent change e.g. burning

Geography

Draw and label a map of China and its
key landmarks (capital city, main
cities, the Great Wall, rivers,
mountains etc.) Remember to
include the countries that border
China on your map.

Religious Education

In RE this half term we are finding out
about different beliefs about God.

What are your beliefs about God?
What do you think about the start of
the universe?

How does believing in God help some
people?

Some people believe that God is
everywhere even though we cannot
see God. Can you think of something
that is everywhere but unseen?




Type of activities

Homework in Reception

Learning together is the emphasis for children in reception. Children will receive a homework sheet once every
half term. The activities on this sheet are centred on parents working with their child and cover many areas of
the EYFS curriculum. The homework sheet will also include useful websites; places to visit linked the half terms
work in class and suggested reading. The activities are Literacy based with a strong emphasis on reading
together. It is an ideal time to lay the foundations for continuing work at home.

Reading

Reading on a regular basis is
vital for all children.

Children will bring their reading
books home every evening and
the role of the adult is to listen
and support them.

It is important to remind children
to use different strategies to
read new words, sounding out
the word, looking at the pictures
and looking for words within
words are ways in which the
child can read an unknown
word.

Just as important is discussing
the book to check that the child
has understood what they have
read.

Children will have a reading
record that parents/carers
should sign or comment in each
time they read with their child.
Teachers will take any
comments written by parents
into account when changing
their reading books.

When your child has moved on
to ditty books in their phonics
lesson, RWInc books will be
sent home weekly, alongside the
sounds that have been taught in
class. The book will contain the
graphemes and phonemes
taught, enabling children to
consolidate their learning at
home.

Common Exception Words

Children will have daily phonics
lessons in reception. In addition to
this, children are taught to read and
write the Common Exception
Words. These are printed in the
middle of the reading records.

It is vital that children build up a
bank of words that they can read
and spell on sight.

Parents can help children to learn
these by practising them regularly
and often. Children will often
receive the same words again in
order to practise them further.
Children should have the
opportunity to practice their words
frequently.

Tapestry Challenges

The reception team will often
upload tapestry challenges to be
completed at home. These
challenges will be linked to what the
children have learnt, or will be
learning at school.

There are a range of activities
which may be set, such as:
collecting autumn items, taking
photos of items which include
numbers, finding objects starting
with a sound learn in phonics etc.

Library

Reception children visit the school
library once a week. During their
visit they will select a book of their
choice to read with an adult at
home, for pleasure.

Parents are encouraged to read to
their children as often as possible.
Parents should encourage children
to point to words as they are being
read. Discussion about the book,
the story and the pictures are also
important to develop a zest for
reading, as well as developing
children’s language and
vocabulary.

Discussing the story and the
characters and asking questions
about the book will help with the
children’s understanding of
language.

Maths
Number facts

Children will be provided with
additional homework to support
their number facts knowledge,
starting in the spring term.

By the end of reception, children

should:

e automatically recall number
bonds up to 5 (including
subtraction facts)

This means they should know how

to make each number, for example

5 can be made by 0+5, 1+4, 2+3,

3+2, 4+1, 5+0, 6-1, 10-5 etc.

e know some number bonds to
10, including double facts.
This means they should know how
to make 10 using 2 one-digit
numbers, 1+9, 2+8, 5+5 etc.




Homework in Key Stage One (Years 1 & 2)

For children in Years 1 and 2 we encourage parents to work together with their child to support them with their
homework. Children will receive a homework sheet once every half term. The activities on this sheet are centred
on parents working with their child and cover all areas of the curriculum including English, maths, science and

foundation subjects.

The homework sheet will also include useful websites; places to visit linked the half terms work in class and

suggested reading.

Reading

Reading on a regular basis is
vital for all children.

Children will bring their reading
books home every evening and
the role of the adult is to listen
and support them.

It is important to remind
children to use different
strategies to read new words,
sounding out the word, looking
at the pictures and looking for
words within words are ways in
which the child can read an
unknown word.

Just as important is discussing
the book to check that the child
has understood what they have
read.

Children will have a reading
record that parents/carers
should sign or comment in
each time they read with the
child. Teachers will take any
comments written by parents
into account when changing
their reading books.

RWiInc books will be sent home
weekly, alongside the sounds
that have been taught in class.
The book will contain the
graphemes and phonemes
taught, enabling children to
consolidate their learning at
home.

Library

Children visit the school library
once a week. During their visit,
they will select a book of their

choice to read with an adult at
home, for pleasure.

Common Exception Words

Children will have daily phonics
lessons in Years 1 and 2. Once a
child has finished the RWInc
programme they will begin GPS
lessons. In addition to this,
children are taught to read and
write the Common Exception
Words. These are printed in the
middle of the reading records.

It is vital that children build up a
bank of words that they can read
and spell on sight.

Parents can help children to learn
these by practising them regularly
and often. Children will often
receive the same words again in
order to practise them further.
Children should have the
opportunity to practice their words
frequently.

Science and foundation
subjects

Homework activities will be linked
to work being completed in class.

It could take many forms; finding
out information, preparing a talk,
completing a piece of research,
conducting an interview or making
artefacts.

The nature of this work may be
more open ended than in other
areas.

Websites will be provided to
support the homework activities
where necessary.

Maths

MyMaths activities are set on a
weekly basis and will be linked to
what the children have been learning
in maths.

There are also many maths games on
Sumdog that children will be
encouraged to play at home.

Parents can support their child by
giving them many opportunities to
practise key skills.

Number facts and multiplication
tables

Children should regularly practise
number facts and times tables.
Suggested activities and websites will
be detailed on homework sheets.

Expectation for learning number facts
and times tables are in Maths
Passports:

Year 1- 2, 5 and 10 times tables
Children are expected to be able to
countin 2's’5’s and 10’s

Year 2 - 2,5 and 10 times tables
Children are expected to know the
multiplication and division facts

e Children should know their
number bonds of all numbers up
to 20. This means they should
know how to make each number,
for example 5 can be made by
0+5, 1+4, 2+3, 3+2, 4+1, 5+0

e Children should be able to tell the
time when it is o’clock, half past,
quarter to and quarter past on
digital and analogue clocks.

e Children should be confident
when using money. They should
know the names of the coins and
they should have experience of
adding, taking away and finding
change.

www.purplemash.com
www.sumdog.com
www.mymaths.co.uk

Websites used to support homework activities:



http://www.purplemash.com/
http://www.sumdog.com/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/

Homework in Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to 6)

As children get older, homework provides an opportunity for them to develop the skill of independent learning. It
is important that parents support their children but good habits of independent study should be encouraged.

The focus for homework in Key Stage 2 continues to be English and maths, however, children will be given
tasks that are more varied in other areas of the curriculum. As with KS1, children will receive a homework sheet
once every half term. The activities on this sheet cover all areas of the curriculum including English, maths,
science and foundation subjects.

The homework sheet will also include useful websites; places to visit linked the half terms work in class and
suggested reading.

Reading Maths Science and foundation
subjects

Children may read to an adult, with | MyMaths activities are set on a
an adult or read to themselves in weekly basis and will be linked to Homework activities will be linked
the presence of an adult. The story | what the children will be learning in | to work being completed in class.
and characters should be talked class.

about and new words discussed. It could take many forms; finding
Older children need a clear There are also many maths games | out information, preparing a talk,
understanding of the story that on Sumdog that children will be completing a piece of research,
sometimes will go beyond the encouraged to play at home. conducting an interview or making
literal meaning of the text. artefacts.
Multiplication tables
Children will progressively read Children should regularly practise | The nature of this work may be
texts that are more detailed and times tables. Suggested activities more open ended than in other
will take longer to read. They and websites will be detailed on areas.
should be encouraged to read all homework sheets.
types of texts including non-fiction. Websites will be provided to
Expectation for learning number support the homework activities
Children in Key Stage 2 will visit facts and times tables are in Maths | \where necessary.
the school library once a week Passports:
where they will have the Year 3 - 3, 4 and 8 times tables
opportunity to change their book. Children are expected to know the

multiplication and division facts
Children are responsible for filling | Year 4 - By the end of Year 4

in their reading record when they children should be able to recall
have finished reading a book and multiplication and division facts up

making sure it is in school every to 12 x 12.
day. The class teacher will always
check a child’s reading record Children should refer to their times

book before a new book is chosen. | tables passport to know what
times tables they should be
working on.

Websites used to support homework activities:
www.purplemash.com

www.sumdog.com

www.mymaths.co.uk

Feedback
It is important that feedback is given to pupils and this is given in a number of ways:

Immediately by parents and carers;

Discussion in class;

Presentation of homework in class;

Sticker, stamp or bonus points to acknowledge the homework;

MyMaths and Sumdog activities are self-marked by the computer when children completed a task. Teachers
review how children are progressing.

Teachers are not expected to mark children’s homework.



http://www.purplemash.com/
http://www.sumdog.com/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/

Teachers are interested to know how children carried out activities, whether they were too difficult or easy or if
children found them interesting or boring. As with all school matters, parents and carers are invited to discuss
any queries with their child’s class teacher or year group manager.

Monitoring and evaluation

This homework policy is shared with the school council who discuss the content in class and then feedback is
considered.

The policy is shared with all staff, with guidance given on how to create the homework sheets.

The full policy will be available on-line for parents/ carers and governors to access. A summary of the main
points of the policy will be shared with parents and carers via the newsletter.

The policy and its implementation will be regularly reviewed and monitored by the Deputy Headteacher in
charge of Homework.




