
 

  

 

Policy/Procedure Title:  Philosophy for Teaching & Learning 

Implementation Date:  July 2024 

Review Cycle:  Review Autumn 2026 

Author:  Headteacher 

Governing Body Ratification 
 (if required) 

June 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South Park Primary School 

 

Philosophy for 

Teaching & Learning 



   

 

2 

 

Basic needs 

Psychological needs 

Self-fulfilment needs 

 

1. Introduction 

 

Our evidence-informed philosophy for teaching and learning has been developed to support 
the school vision and values of self-belief, perseverance, pride and success as well as our 
curriculum drivers of communication, creativity, resilience and independence.  

Our philosophy underpins the way in which the South Park Primary School team approach 
the consideration, planning and delivery of the taught curriculum as well as the ethos in which 
the children are cherished, supported and encouraged. 

Each part of the philosophy is deliberately rooted in evidence and is the foundation for the 
development of the continuing and joint professional development model that the school has 
implemented. 

 

2. Conditions for learning 

Before a child’s cognitive needs can be met (being ready to learn), we believe that they must 
first have their basic needs met. At South Park Primary School, we have adopted Abraham 
Maslow’s hierarchy of needs which has recommended several requirements to enable 
children to be motivated to learn and make progress. Maslow’s hierarchy provides us with a 
starting point which will be adapted to individuals and groups of learners.  

 

 

Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs 

 

The teaching and support teams are committed to prioritising our children’s mental health 
and well-being and this lies at the heart of what we do. 

To ensure the best climate for learning, South Park Primary School believes that all staff 
members should know and understand how the memory works and how to optimise learning. 
The diagram below, created by the Education Endowment Foundation, shows the key 
concepts that underpins how a person learns: 
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It is important to also understand the limits of the working memory and other factors that can 
cause it to be overwhelmed. At South Park Primary School, we apply Sweller’s Cognitive 
Load Theory, which we see as a hallmark of good practice to enable learning to be optimised. 
The principles behind this theory can be summarised by ensuring that the content of teaching 
must: 

• Reduce memory demands 

• Anticipate memory demands 

• Support memory demands, and 

• Strengthen memory 

 

3. Structures for teaching 

 

With this theory underpinning our practice, our evidence-informed delivery of the curriculum 
follow’s Rosenshine’s ten principles of instruction. At South Park Primary School, we have 
opted to use Sherrington’s four themes, which organise the ten principles of instruction: 

 

 

These principles should not be confused as a checklist for each taught session but instead 
seen as a structure that teachers use to organise the planning and delivery of the South Park 
curriculum. 

Sequencing concepts and modellingTheme 1
•Present new material using small steps

•Provide models

•Provide scaffolding

QuestioningTheme 2
•Ask questions

•Check for student understanding

Reviewing materialTheme 3
•Daily review

•Weekly and monthly review

Stages of practiceTheme 4
•Guide student practice

•Obtain a high success rate

•Independent practice
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4. The daily learning experience 

 

To complement the structure of teaching, South Park Primary School uses the EEF’s ‘Five-
a-day’ principle for high-quality teaching for SEND pupils, which has been designed to have 
a positive impact on the in-lesson experience for all children: 

 

 

 

 

5. Links with other policies 

 

This policy links with: 

• Teaching and Learning Policy 

• CPD Policy 

• Appraisal Policy and Procedures 
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